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Editorial 


Winning against the myths and lies 

The anti-asylum seeker hysteria continues unabated. 
The latest places to see demonstrations have 
been Sittingbourne in Kent and Saltdean in Brighton. 
News that hotels in the two towns are to be used to 
house asylum seekers has brought out hundreds of 
people in protest. 

The myth that has spread in both towns is that asylum 
seekers will come to live in local hotels. The truth is that 
asylum seekers will only stay for a week or so for 
induction courses. This is what hotels in tourist areas 
have always been used for out of season: conferences 
and training events. Asylum seekers will be just like other 
guests, staying for a short time then moving on. 

Clearly, government plans for asylum seekers continue 
to be ill-conceived and piecemeal. The response of the 
Home Office to the protests in Sittingbourne has been to 
suspend and review their plans. The situation in Saltdean 
is more heartening. Local people have organised in 
support of asylum seekers, distributing literature which 
knocks down the sometimes incredible racist myths that 
have been spread locally. 

Also, the “local” demonstrations against refugees are 
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not completely what they appear to be. BNP supporters 
parachuted into Saltdean from as far afield as Slough in 
west London. The BNP wants more activists to come into 
the area for any future demonstrations, the proviso being 
that they keep their BNP affiliation low-profile, for 
obvious reasons. 

Contempt for asylum seekers has become so much 
a part of the political landscape that it is no longer a 
peripheral issue confined to a handful of nazis and 
bigots. It has become a prism through which many 
view politics in Britain. Thanks to the media and the 
shameful role of the government, what should be 
just one part of the political equation has assumed a 
central role in British political life. Even in places 
where there are few asylum seekers, or none, the issue 
has become a way of falsely explaining the world. 
Why is there unemployment? Why are there terrorist 
alerts? Why isn’t there affordable housing? Whatever the 
question, the answer is asylum seekers. 

Our task in the next couple of months is to stop the 
BNP capitalising on the situation and taking more 
council seats. As we say elsewhere in this month's 
magazine — we can win! 
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Postcard from 
Sittingbourne 


by David Turner 


nondescript commuter dormitory town in Kent, with a 
paper mill and an industrial estate, and not much ever 
happens there. 

In recent weeks, however, Sittingbourne has been hitting 
the national headlines, as some local people have become 
uncharacteristically over-excited, not to say hysterical over 
plans to use the town centre’s only hotel, the Coniston, to 
house asylum-seekers. 

The plan is for 111 at a time to stay, each for a week to 
10 days, while undergoing induction. During their stay they 
will be out of town attending classes, so will just be eating 
and sleeping in the hotel like any other guests. Afterwards 
they will be relocated outside the area. 

The reaction to this modest plan has been ludicrously 
over the top. Local residents have been touting petitions 
(the biggest got 7,000 signatures), waving placards, 
mounting vigils outside the hotel and marching. When 
Swale Borough Council called an information meeting, 
some 2,000 people tried to cram into a 300-seat venue to 
voice their objections to Home Office representatives. 

The people leading the campaign against the asylum centre 
are very careful to say that they are only concerned about the 
“lack of consultation”, about the town losing hotel bed-spaces 
and about no longer being able to use the hotel as a venue for 
weddings, Rotary Club lunches and ballroom-dancing lessons. 

But those who are actually doing the demonstrating are 
clearly singing from a different hymn sheet. Whenever 
people have turned out to protest, there has been an 
outpouring of vitriolic racism and xenophobia against 
asylum-seekers. They have carried crude and illiterate 
placards, stigmatising asylum-seekers as scroungers, liars, 
thugs, criminals, terrorists and carriers of disease. And we 
have heard people such as the charming elderly gentleman 
interviewed by BBC South East Today outside the Coniston, 
whose humanitarian response to a question about people 
fleeing torture was, “I don’t care a sod who's bein’ tortured!” 

According to the 1991 Census, ethnic minority residents 
make up just one per cent of Swale’s population. There is 
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an ingrained small-town parochial, monocultural and 
xenophobic mentality among a significant section of local 


| people. This is reinforced by the presence of a “white flight” 


element of south Londoners who have fled to Kent 
because of “too many brown faces”. 
The leading elder of the town’s only ethnic minority 
_ organisation (a tiny Islamic Cultural Centre) has tried to put 
a positive gloss on the situation, telling one local paper 
that in 20 years he has never experienced racism and 
that he opposes the asylum centre because the locals 
oppose it. But other ethnic minority residents have said 
that “the asylum hotel row is creating a frightening racist 
atmosphere in Sittingbourne”. A Ugandan Asian who 
works as a senior council officer told the paper that he 
had been subjected to racist abuse and told to leave a 
local pub because he was an “economic migrant”. 
To their shame, local Labour councillors and 
Sittingbourne’s Labour MP Derek Wyatt, have not 
challenged the prejudices against asylum-seekers now 
being expressed. Instead, they have helped to set up a 
“respectable” organisation to channel protests against the 
asylum centre behind anodyne slogans about saving the 
hotel. The organisation is called “Swale Action Community 
in Kent”; the acronym SACK is appropriate because all that 
Wyatt and the Labour councillors seem to care about is 
avoiding the sack by ensuring that they don’t get on the 
wrong side of the bigots and lose votes. 

Derek Wyatt once spoke out on behalf of a Kosovan 
asylum-seeker in Sittingbourne who was facing deportation. 
But now he is buckling under pressure from the bigots. 
He has called for a two-year moratorium on asylum-seekers, 
saying “we can’t take any more”. He has echoed arguments 
about asylum-seekers bringing disease. He has even, 
bizarrely, suggested that ferries and planes bringing asylum- 
seekers should be impounded, and that MI6 should decide 
which refugees to accept, based on Amnesty International’s 
lists of people who have suffered political repression! 

Sittingbourne has only ever witnessed fleeting and sporadic 
far-right activity in the past. But now both the National Front 
and the British National Party see potential rich pickings. 
The people leading SACK have, to their credit, told the 
fascists to get lost; but they have still come to Sittingbourne. 

The NF has imported boneheads from across the 
southeast to stage their own demonstration outside the hotel 
and to join a vigil organised by the locals. BNP members from 
the Medway Towns, and probably further afield, have 
leafleted near the hotel. They were present at the big public 
meeting, mingling unobtrusively with the crowd, egging on the 
locals and trying to intimidate anti-racists. 

The asylum centre plan is now officially in limbo as the 
Home Office has bowed to local pressure and is carrying out 
a “review” of indefinite scope and duration. All the time this 
drags on, the anti-asylum bandwagon rumbles on too. 

Swale’s Tory-controlled council is pursuing legal action 
to try and stop the asylum centre. SACK’s latest ruse is to 
claim it has found an alternative local venue for the asylum 
centre, although it has not announced where it is. 

The Labour politicians in SACK think they are cleverly 
outmanoeuvring the BNR But they may well be helping to 
create “political space” for the fascists by not challenging 
racism and providing a respectable front for those who 
espouse it. 

Kent BNP has announced that it will be targeting the 
Medway Towns, and possibly also Whitstable or Canterbury, 
in the May local council elections. It may yet find 
candidates willing to stand in Sittingbourne too. Local anti- 
racists will be working hard in the coming months to stop 
the BNP making any kind of breakthrough in Kent on the 
back of anti-asylum hysteria. 


eee 


Postcard from Brighton 


Fascists in Brighton ... surely not? 


by Nathan Goodwright 


for the British National Party to flourish. We’re a 

liberal and diverse city with a big student 
population, a large Jewish community and a lively gay 
scene; our clubs, restaurants and beach concerts attract 
masses of young people from all over the southeast. 
Many media personalities live here, we have a Labour 
council and three Labour MPs, and there is a small 
community of refugees from Somalia and Sudan who 
have met little overt racism. 

This has changed in recent months because of fears 
about asylum-seekers. The BNP has turned up in the city, 
distributing its leaflets and joining demonstrations: it is 
quite possible that it will put up a candidate in the 
council elections in May. The focus is Saltdean, a fairly 
affluent suburb which straddles the boundary between 
Brighton and rural East Sussex. The Home Office is 
planning to use the Ocean Hotel in Saltdean for 
“induction courses” for asylum-seekers, particularly 
professional people. Local Conservative councillors and 
their friends have armed themselves with copies of the 
Daily Express and stirred up residents’ fears that their 
house prices will tumble, crime will be rife, their children 
will not get places in the local primary school ... the 
usual stuff. “Saltdean doesn’t have the infrastructure to 
cope”, they cry, and their Labour MP Des Turner has 
publicly agreed with them. 

What are the facts? Brighton is a tourist town, and 
Saltdean with its beach and open air swimming pool is 
no exception. Thousands of visitors come to Saltdean 
every year because the beach is less gaudy than in 
other parts of Brighton, and because of the large free 
car parks and safe access to the sea. The Lido with its 
pool and nearby restaurant is full of people in the 
summer. The Ocean Hotel, formerly owned by Butlins 
but now part of the Grand Hotel Group, has rooms for 
over 500 people. It was recently described by the Daily 
Express as a “luxurious, £100-a-day hotel”, but that’s 
a joke: it’s a place of fading charm, with peeling paint 
over much of the outside. A few years ago you could 
stay there for a week, full board, for £60. It has 
a shabby indoor pool where local people go for a 
quiet swim, while occasional quiz evenings and 
line-dancing classes take place in the “ballroom”. 
The clientele seems to be mainly coachloads of 
elderly people from the North: the latest 
Shearings Catalogue offers a package of four 
nights including travel and excursions from £185. 

So if asylum-seekers come to the hotel for a 
few weeks for training courses, they will just be 
one group among the many visitors who pass 
through Saltdean all the time. The reality is that 
they will probably make no more demands on 
local “infrastructure” than all the other visitors. 
This elementary point of logic is too difficult for some 
local people to grasp and over 100 of them recently 
protested noisily outside the hotel — with the BNP glad 
to turn up and support them. 


T= city of Brighton and Hove isn’t an obvious place 



















Is it racism? Yes and no. A lot of it is the middle 
classes being desperate to defend their privileges. 
Some of it is fear of the unknown and ignorance about 
foreigners: “They’re destroying Christianity” was one of 
the sillier slogans shouted by the protesters. Current 
news stories about the terrorist threat and about 
criminal gangs from parts of Europe haven’t helped. 
The Home Office could have made more effort to consult 
local people, though in the climate of hysteria about 
asylum-seekers the reaction would probably have been 
the same. The Government could stop singing in the 
chorus which sees asylum-seekers as a problem, and 
take a principled position — not to mention welcoming 
immigrants to fill gaps in the workforce. 

Local residents whose first impulse is to support 
people fleeing persecution, and who have the quaint 
idea that opinions should be based on evidence, have 
formed “Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect” (STAR). 
They aim to counter the hysteria, welcome asylum- 
seekers to the town and drive out the BNP Supporters 
include Lib Dem, Green and Labour councillors, Socialist 
Alliance members, active Christians and individuals who 
have been shocked to see their neighbours repeat 
stupid nonsense: “Every asylum-seeker will get £1,500 
to buy a car, according to my taxi-driver” is one gem 
overheard the other day in a local shop. Brighton and 
Hove has a Committee to Defend Asylum Seekers which 
has rallied magnificently to help and hundreds of 
messages of support have flooded in. 

“It will take work, and some courage in the face of 
intimidation,” said one STAR member, “but we are 
confident that we can persuade local people that this is 
an interesting opportunity to do some good, not a 
frightening problem. We aim to make Saltdean a place 
that is admired nationwide for welcoming refugees and 
asylum-seekers.” 2 
& www-.saltdeanstar.org 
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There is a perception that support for the British National Party comes from 
disillusioned Labour voters on some of Britain’s worst estates. This is wrong, 


says Nick Lowles. Recent elections 


have confirmed that it is traditional 


Conservative voters who are making the switch. 


ount Tabor does not appear a likely hotbed 
of BNP support. A_ small village, 
overlooking Halifax, its local residents are 
rewarded with beautiful countryside, clean 
air and apparent wealth. 

Even its name suggests an aura of superiority. 
According to the Bible, Jesus led Peter, James and John to 
Mount Tabor after six days of preaching along the Sea of 
Galilee. It overlooks the Valley of Armageddon. 

Yet despite its apparent tranquillity, it was here that the 
BNP won its fifth council seat in England, in Mixenden, 
Calderdale. According to research by both the Liberal 
Democrats and the Labour Party, the bulk of those who 
voted for Adrian Marsden were from the villages of 
Mount Tabor and neighbouring Pellan. These areas 
normally return a strong Conservative vote. 

In the January by-election, the Conservative candidate 
limped home in fourth place with only 214 votes. 
As recently as May 2000, the Tories took the ward with 
over 650 votes. 

In Pellan, where the Tory vote usually stands at around 
150, they received just 19 votes. The BNP took 144. 
Similarly, Mount Tabor saw the Conservatives poll 79 
votes where they would normally take 250. Again, these 
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votes were lapped up by the BNP, which took 170 in the 
area. These figures are remarkable given the hardline 
nazi past of the candidate. That the switch was seemingly 
so easy is a deep cause for concern. 

These figures reflect growing evidence that it is among 
Conservative voters that the BNP is attracting most 
support. Its best vote in Burnley came in Cliviger with 
Worsthorne, arguably the most affluent ward in Burnley. 

In the Bradford ward of Eccleshill, the BNP got most of 
its votes in the polling boxes representing the more 
affluent areas of the ward. In Oldham, the BNP polled 
29% in Royton North, a more prosperous ward compared 
to the others the BNP was contesting, despite very little 
campaigning. In London, the BNP secured one ofits best 
votes in the Hillingdon ward of Harehills, another 
traditional Conservative area. 


Tory meltdown 
There appear to be three reasons for the collapse of the 
Conservative Party in the north of England - 
organisational, political and ideological. 

The Conservative Party has experienced a haemor- 
thaging of its membership over the past ten years. 
From a recent high of more than a million members, it 


71 Armageddon 


now has only 300,000 and falling. Of those few are active 
and the average age of members is 64. 

The party's problems have been compounded by a 
dramatic decline in its local organisation. During the 
1980s and 1990s it was swept from council chambers 
across the country. In many northern towns and cities 
there was no Conservative representation on councils 
whatsoever. 

Even after six years of Labour government the 
Conservatives have failed to rebuild their local 
organisation, in terms of both activists and councillors. 
In many areas they are struggling to find candidates let 
alone run an effective campaign. In the Southwest the 
party has been forced to take out an advertisement in a 
local paper to recruit local candidates. 

In Blackburn, where a BNP candidate scraped home by 
16 votes, the Conservative Party leaflet was hand-drawn 
with a marker pen. This from a party that was once 
described as having the most effective political machine 
in Western Europe. 

The fortunes of the local Conservatives are also being 
hampered by an ineffective and largely useless 
leadership. Many Conservative voters feel disinclined to 
support a party they perceive not to be an effective 
opposition. Given the growing mistrust of Tony Blair and 
widespread opposition to the impending war against 
Iraq, it is incredible that the Conservative Party still lags 
behind Labour in the polls. The right-wing media have 
replaced Ian Duncan Smith as the voice of the opposition. 

Even when the Tories do try to adopt a more populist 
policy, such as their recent hardline statements on 
asylum, few voters appear interested. Private Labour 
Party research shows that only 20% of voters trust the 
Conservatives to sort out immigration. 

A further problem for the Conservatives is their 
apparent inability to reconcile the desire to appear 
moderate, modern and electable for the middle ground of 
British politics with the natural instincts of their current 
membership. The party has sought to broaden its support 
base by appearing more moderate, tolerant and inclusive, 
particularly on race and sexuality, but in the process has 
further alienated its core supporters who are racist. 

During the mid to late 1990s, the Conservative Party 
lost thousands of supporters to the anti-EU groups such 
as the Referendum Party and the UK Independence 
Party, particularly in the Southwest where the Tories were 
already being squeezed by the Liberal Democrats. 

For many traditional Conservatives, opposition to 
the European Union and the single currency is a 
euphemism for the preservation of a white Britain. 
With the continuing decline and seeming irrelevance of 
the Conservative Party many of its traditional voters 
are becoming increasingly attracted to the BNP. In the 
BNP they are given a real racist alternative. 

Recent leadership moves to stamp out the openly 
racist right from within the party have proved counter- 
productive and will only further alienate many of 
its traditional supporters. Last year the Monday Club 
was ordered to remove any references to race from 
its manifesto if it wanted to stay within the party. 
More recently, several Conservative MPs were ordered to 


break links with Right Now!. Andrew Hunter MP ignored 
the request, though he later withdrew his patronage of 
the magazine and left the Conservatives for the 
Democratic Unionist Party. Finally, Michael Smith, 
leader of the Conservative Democratic Alliance, was 
expelled on a technical matter, though many believe it 
was for his outspoken criticisms of the leadership's 
“advocating gay lifestyles”. Smith took the party to the 
High Court and has forced the decision to be reversed. 

While this may have appealed to Steve Norris's vision 
of a moderate, inclusive Tory Party, it has only 
reconfirmed the impression in the eyes of some Tory 
voters that the Conservatives are no longer committed to 
preserving “their” Britain. 

There is also evidence that some Tory Party members 
are switching over to the BNP. Former Tory councillors 
have made the switch in Calderdale and Oldham, while 
Tory members have joined the BNP in other parts of West 
Yorkshire and the South West. 

Even where the Tories are confronted by an active 
BNP in the north of England, there is little evidence 
that they are prepared or able to confront the fascists. 
After an incident where the newly- elected Mixenden 
councillor was involved in a street brawl, one neigh- 
bouring Conservative councillor told the local paper: 
“For goodness sake give the lad a chance. I know some 
people think he has got extreme policies, some people 
might not, but give the lad a chance because who knows, 
he might turn out to be a jolly good ward councillor.” 

Considering that it was Tory voters who switched to 
the BNP, these inappropriate comments reveal an 
absence of political astuteness. 

There are even reports that some Conservative Party 
activists cheered as the BNP victory was announced at 
the count. 


Impending doom 

The BNP went into last year’s local elections believing 
that it would attract most ‘support from disillusioned 
Labour voters. While there is evidence that it did in many 
places, the party is now aware that it is the Conservative 
areas which it should be targeting. 

There is a further common denominator linking many 
of the areas where the BNP has attracted more affluent 
support: they border towns with large Asian populations. 
In many cases these villages or outlying areas do not 
identify themselves with the town or city to which they 
are attached. The people of Mount Tabor and Pellan do 
not identify with the rest of Mixenden. The same can be 
said of Cliviger in Burnley and of Queensbury, where the 
BNP is very active. Though part of Bradford, many of its 
residents see local community life being threatened by 
the area’s incorporation into Bradford and have become 
increasingly resentful. Asians and asylum seekers are 
merely the most visual representation of this impending 
urbanised doom. 

Mount Tabor reflects this situation perfectly. It is also 
appropriate that in the Bible Mount Tabor overlooks the 
Valley of Armageddon, the site of the final battle between 
Good and Evil. Two thousand years later, another Mount 
Tabor is on the front line of a new battle. 
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difference to whether the BNP 

wins a council seat or not, says 
Nick Lowles. But that can only 
happen if we are more organised 
and prepared to become more 
sophisticated. 
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hat is victory? A victory, in the short term, 
is preventing the BNP from taking a 
council seat. Obviously in the longer term 
it is to challenge and address the racism 
and disillusionment that provides the 
BNP with its support. However, we must be under no 
illusion that our immediate job is anything more than to 
limit the BNP in the local elections this May. 

A council victory gives the BNP huge local and 
national publicity, respectability, new recruits and the 
confidence to continue its activities. 

The BNP win in Mixenden, Calderdale, in January is a 
case in point. In the immediate aftermath of its election 
victory the party received unprecedented local media 
coverage. This was not confined to Halifax but extended 
to neighbouring Dewsbury, Wakefield and Leeds. 

In many cases, probably the vast majority, an anti- 
fascist victory will consist of reducing the BNP vote 
to a low enough level to prevent it from launching a 
serious challenge next year. With boundary changes 
resulting in all the seats in over 30 Metropolitan 
Borough Councils being up for election in 2004 
(normally only one third of councillors are elected each 
year) — including Blackburn, Oldham, Wigan, Bradford, 
Calderdale, Kirklees, Sunderland, Sandwell and Dudley 
- there will never be a better opportunity for the BNP to 
make a national breakthrough. 

It was only because of the all-seat election that the 
BNP gained three councillors in Burnley last year. 

Any vote of above 25% this year will give the BNP a 
community good chance of victory in 2004. 


| like Victory can be secured in two way: firstly by reducing 
i the BNP vote and secondly by increasing the anti-BNP 
ixendenMatters vote. These objectives require very different campaign 
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strategies and in turn different literature. It is hard to do 
both simultaneously. Trying to do so in the same leaflet 
blurs your key message and creates confusion. 

The first objective - reducing the BNP vote - is 
achieved by general anti-fascist campaigning. This can 
be done by highlighting the extremist nature of the BNP 
the criminality of its membership and the ludicrous 
promises it offers voters. 

The second strategy - turning out the anti-BNP 
vote — has not been systematically done in the past 
yet it should be the most crucial element of our 
forthcoming campaign. 

Last year, Searchlight linked up with local anti-BNP 
groups in a relentless campaign to expose the 
criminality of the BNP. While there is absolutely no 
doubt that this proved crucial in preventing the BNP 
winning more seats it is questionable how many people 
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were actually persuaded to switch from the BNP to 
other parties, as opposed to not voting at all. In reality, 
our campaign did bring out the anti-BNP vote, as was 
evident by the huge increase in turnout. However, this 
was a by-product of our campaign rather than its 
central focus. 

Political research has shown that most voters decide 
which party they are going to support between two and 
four weeks before an election. It is in the last week to ten 
days that they decide whether to get out and vote at all. 

Of course there is a proportion of voters who switch in 
the last few days of a campaign but most have already 
made up their minds before they get their usual last- 
minute anti-BNP literature. However good that 
literature is, it is unlikely to sway more than a few 
people. The best we can hope for is to persuade the 
people who have decided to vote for the BNP to stay at 
home on election day. 

The best use of our time and resources in the final 
period before election day will be to turn out the voters 
who are sure to vote against the BNP. This is especially 
important in traditional Labour areas where many 
voters may feel inclined to abstain from this election in 
protest at any intervention in Iraq or general 
disenchantment with the Government. 


Voter ID 

To turn out the anti-BNP vote requires an 
understanding of who these voters are. It is a waste of 
resources to pound the street delivering leaflets to every 
house in an area where hardly anyone votes. This may 
sound outrageous but it is the truth. We have limited 
resources and it is more important, especially in the 
brief period of an election campaign, to prioritise our 
campaign in areas where people do vote in elections. 

General campaigning can also be counter-productive. 
There has been a tendency to make a lot of noise about 
the election in the last couple of days of the campaign. 
Vans go round estates and posters appear everywhere 
urging people to get out and vote. However, this can also 
help a stretched BNP campaign. Let the BNP get out 
their own vote, why should we do it for them? 

Identifying the anti-BNP vote requires work well 
before the chaos of an election period. It means 
canvassing the target wards, either by door knocking or 
by telephone. Of course we do not have the resources to 
canvass every ward the BNP is contesting. Local groups 
have to prioritise their campaigns to reflect the threat 
they face. That may mean we do very little work in some 
areas but it is important to concentrate your work in the 
few areas where the BNP could make a breakthrough. 

Don't forget, the more you visit people the more they 
are likely to turn out and vote. 

Even within a ward there may be a need to prioritise 
certain areas over others. If the BNP has stood before in 
the ward then talk to the other political parties in order 
to identify the BNP vote by street or area. You will 
almost inevitably find pockets of strong BNP support 
within a ward. In these places, general anti-BNP 
literature is useful. But it is in the other areas of the 
ward, where BNP support is weak, that anti-BNP groups 
should concentrate their canvassing and plan to turn 
out the vote. 

This is vital political work. The success of your 
campaign will be partly dependent on the work 
you've put in long before the election period has begun. 
Even if you can’t cover the entire ward do what you can 
as even the smallest effort could make a difference. Four 
of the present five BNP councillors were elected on 


majorities of 28 votes or less. There is little doubt that a 
slightly more organised campaign, focusing on turning 
out the anti-BNP vote, would have changed the 
outcome of the campaign. 

Do not take your identified anti-BNP vote for granted. 
Love them. Send them a letter at the beginning of the 
election campaign and more importantly send them a 
personalised eve of poll letter to remind them to vote. 


Sophistication 

More thought needs to go into the literature produced 
by anti-fascists, with localising the material a priority. 
National propaganda needs to go alongside local 
material. This might mean town or citywide leaflets or 
maybe even ward level leaflets. Even within wards there 
are such differences between some areas that there may 
be a case to break your material down further. The more 
localised your material the greater the chance of 
connecting with local voters. 

The same goes for the contents of the leaflets. Do not 
use national information when you can use local 
material to make your point. It is also vitally important 
to keep the contents of your literature to a minimum 
and focused on one key message. There is a tendency on 
the left to cram as much into a leaflet as possible, but 
this is fatal. Most people will look at a leaflet for the 
amount of time it takes them to pick it up and throw it 
away. You have less than 20 seconds for people to 
understand your key message. 

Your key message — your line of attack - against the 
BNP is vitally important and must be decided long 
before you start putting out literature. There is a 
temptation to address every issue but this is wrong. 
Work out your strengths and the BNP’s weakness and 
you have your message. Stick to it as well. Keep banging 
away at it and don’t forget, if people start to tell you that 
they have heard this before then your message is 
beginning to get across. 

The anti-BNP campaign in Oldham last year focused 
more heavily on the criminality and violence of the BNP 
than in most other areas. This was not because our 
information on the individuals within Oldham BNP was 
better but because we had decided that it was a key BNP 
weakness. We knew that we would be exposing a local 
BNP organiser as a gang rapist during the campaign and 
when we finally released this information, in 
conjunction with a national newspaper, it merely 
confirmed the message we had playing hard. 


Making a difference 

Anti-fascists have to operate within the constraints of 
the general political environment of the day. At the 
moment it is depressingly right-wing and reactionary. 
Mainstream political parties are widely distrusted, there 
is unprecedented hysteria about asylum seekers and 
Islamic terrorists and the Labour Government seems 
determined to lead us into a war that few want. 

There has never been a more difficult time to be an 
anti-fascist. Yet there has never been such an important 
time to be an anti-fascist. 

We can make a difference despite the general 
conditions around us. We might not be able to change 
the world or even address the issues giving rise to the 
BNP but a more organised and sophisticated campaign 
can make the difference between the BNP polling 28% 
instead of 35% in its key target wards. That difference 
may be enough to keep the BNP out of the council 
chamber and in the context of the current political 
situation that, in my opinion, will be a victory. 
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WALKOUTS 


THREATEN 


BNP PROMOTES RAt 


by Nick Lowles 


political crisis in recent years as party members up 
and down the country accuse the leadership of 
selling out its core principles. 

The focus of their anger is the party’s local election 
candidate in Barrow who proudly announced to the local 
press that he could not be considered racist because he 
had two mixed-race grandchildren whom he loved dearly. 

The first party members heard about this was when 
Martin Wingfield, the candidate's election agent and a 
key party propagandist, happily recited the story in the 
February issue of the BNP newspaper, The Voice of 
Freedom. Wingfield took great delight in using this as 
evidence of the party’s new moderate image. He even 
included a photograph of the candidate with his black 
son-in-law and grandchildren. 

Party members did not see the happy family in the 
same light. The Northeast region ripped the offending 
pages out of all its copies, Scotland refused to sell or 
distribute it and at least one branch in London actually 
burnt its copies in protest. 

Many members are openly talking about ditching the 
party unless the Barrow candidate and Martin Wingfield 
are expelled. As Searchlight goes to press, the Scottish 
region is demanding a special advisory council to 
discuss the issue. There is even talk of moving a motion 
of no confidence in Nick Griffin, the party chair, if the 

leadership does not back down. 
» So far it appears that Griffin has no plans to relent. 
, In the face of open revolt he was forced to issue a five- 
page defence of his position on race. 
Describing the party as “race 
: realists’, he reasserted his view 
b that while his aim was an 
all-white Britain, the 
» party had to be realistic 
, about what it could 
achieve and how much 
' the British public 
would accept. He ad- 
mitted opposition to 
the Voice of Freedom 
article but remained res- 


Te British National Party is facing its most serious 
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olutely behind Wingfield. 
“In pursuit of 
[Wingfield’s] brief to 


produce a support — and 
vote — winning machine, 
the editor of February’s 
issue has created something 
which is probably perfect 
from an external point of 
jew but which struck many 
erienced and dedicated 
nationalists like a wet dead rat 
in the face,” Griffin wrote. 
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“This is undoubtedly a misjudgement, and one for 
which Martin is responsible, but it really isn’t his fault. 
The problem is the ambiguity and apparent 
contradiction which was created at the heart of the BNP 
when we made the historically vital switch from calling 
for compulsory repatriation of every last non-white, to a 
policy of halting further immigration, reversing the tide 
voluntarily and ending the position whereby we native 
British are second class citizens in our own country.” 

Griffin also tried subtly to shift the focus of the debate, 
claiming that as every BNP activist was “compromised 
by some aspect of the multi-cultural experiment” it was 
unfair to blame the Barrow candidate for the decisions 
of a family member. 

His critics remain unconvinced. It is one thing, 
they argue, for a BNP member to have black or Asian 
in-laws but quite another openly to flaunt it as some 
sort of political prize. For the leadership to do this is 
unforgivable. 

The BNP leadership — in the guise of Griffin, Tony 
Lecomber, Simon Darby and Wingfield — see a potential 
long-term benefit to this affair. By sticking to their 
position, they hope that a number of the old guard will 
leave the party in protest. After all, Griffin has been 
trying to engineer the resignation of John Tyndall, the 
party’s founder, for some time. The departure of the old 
guard would not only remove internal critics of Griffin’s 
populist project but also allow the BNP leader to claim 
that the party was no longer extremist. Those left 
behind, he would argue, had accepted the BNP as a 
moderate, “race-realist” party. 

It is a clever strategy that could work if the vast 
majority of his membership agree to follow, but there 
are signs that they will not. It is highly significant that 
the once loyal Scottish group is leading the challenge 
against him. This group is led by Scott McLean, Griffin’s 
deputy. In the all-important Northwest, swathes of the 
party oppose Griffin’s line, including the regional 
organiser, Chris Jackson, and the traditionally 
troublesome London region is in almost open revolt. 
The crisis extends beyond the usual suspects. 

The opposition includes very influential members of 
the party and Griffin’s patronising “race-realist” bulletin 
seems to have had little effect. For many members, it is 
the last straw. The Wingfield affair comes after the 
formation of the party’s Ethnic Liaison Committee, 
the admission from Burnley BNP that the Holocaust 
happened, Griffin’s new anti-Nazi stance and the 
softening of the party position on homosexuality. 

Griffin's problem is that the party’s electoral success 
has been not been translated into a large increase in 
activists and quality organisers. Party membership 
stands at under 4,000 and the bulk of its activists remain 
those who have been around for some time. The new, 
more respectable blood has flowed into the party in 
areas where the BNP is traditionally weak, such as the 
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Southwest of England. In Lancashire and Yorkshire, 
the activists remain politically hardline. 


A second Front 

Griffin's desire to appear publicly moderate faces 
another challenge. Although he always dismisses the 
National Front as an irrelevant rump, he is acutely 
aware that it is posing a real threat to BNP chances in 
the Northwest. 

Several BNP members and activists have moved to 
the NE including at least one BNP election candidate 
in Oldham. Undoubtedly the most high profile 
defection has been Mark Cotterill, the former leader 
of the American Friends of the BNP, who returned to 
Britain in November. Now living in Blackburn, 
Cotterill made the switch after claiming that the BNP 
was selling out its core beliefs. He had intended to 
move to Burnley but was advised that his presence 
could be used against the local party. At Griffin’s 
request, he moved into Blackburn, where he helped 
with the BNP local election victory last November, 
but was subsequently asked to move on. 

Cotterill has announced his intention to field two 
NF candidates in Blackburn next year, while other NF 
candidates will stand in Oldham and even against 
BNP candidates in Burnley, where the BNP has had 
three councillors since last May. 

Realising the damage the NF could cause the BNP, 
Griffin responded by producing a leaflet attacking the 
NF for being a thuggish, Nazi group. While his loyal 
lackeys in Yorkshire have been enthusiastically 
distributing copies in Pudsey, the Northwest region 
has reacted with fury. The BNP in Oldham has refused 
to hand them out and Jackson foresees a nightmare 
scenario of a bloody-minded NE under Cotterill’s 
control, deliberately spoiling the BNP chances of 
getting an MEP elected in next year’s European 
elections by standing a rival slate. 

In yet a further twist to BNP fortunes in the 
Northwest, Mick Treacy, the BNP’s Oldham organiser, 
resigned after the party leadership sided with his 
deputy, Roy Goodwin, over local branch finances. 
Treacy interpreted this as a withdrawal of political 
support by the leadership. This could have a damaging 
effect on the party’s chances in May’s local elections. 

In the background, Tyndall sits and watches. 
His criticisms of Griffin are now shared by a growing 
number of party members. His level of support may 
not be enough for an effective leadership challenge, 
but has the potential to cause trouble to Griffin. 

Griffin believes he can ride out the storm. He may 
well be right, but growing numbers of his members 
are increasingly uneasy with his populist, media- 
spinning leadership. They may continue to give him 
support while times are good but as soon as the 
party’s fortunes dip, they may become less forgiving. 


(2) ANTI-RACIST 
i} ab: 


Maggie Coghlin — 


The Borough of Wigan contains many small industrial towns stretching 
from Wigan to Leigh in the Greater Manchester conurbation. It does 
not have a large visible minority population population but does have 
a history of people settling here from other places to work in the mines 
and factories. Many of our people are descended from people who 
have fled from starvation and political repression in places like Ireland, 
Ukraine, Poland and elsewhere in Europe. 

Last year, for the first time, the BNP fielded a candidate in the 
local elections in Wigan. Although he did not win, the rise in racist 
activity both during and following the elections was frightening. 
Racist incidents rose at an alarming rate. Leaflets containing the 
most outrageous lies were circulated in those areas where asylum 
seekers are housed. The fascists were waging a concerted 
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using the asylum issue as an excuse. 

This was happening at a time when Wigan as a borough was 
endeavouring to make great strides forward with community 
development and its inclusion strategy. Its council was becoming 
nationally recognised for its good practice. In its wake this was bringing 
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All that is now under threat. Already, the Primary Care and 
Hospital Trusts are reporting difficulty in recruiting overseas 
workers because of the new and unwelcome reputation being 
given to Wigan by the racists. 

Appalled at the impact that racism was having, a group of friends 
got together to find a way to change things. They made contact 
with a wide range of others across the borough, and called a 
meeting. Thus, on a wintry Saturday morning, Wigan and Leigh 
United Against Racism was born. Over 90 people braved the 
weather (and the BNP photographers who were standing outside 
the town hall snapping people as they entered) for this first 
meeting. They came as representatives of faith groups, all the 
political parties, tenants’ and residents’ associations, community 
groups, trade unions, refugee support groups, schools and 
colleges, and the business community. All confirmed their 
willingness to work together across their various divides in order to 
eradicate racism in our communities. 

Following an initial discussion, working groups were formed and 
given the task of writing an action plan for each facet of the 
campaign. Thirty people came back the week following the meeting 
to form a steering group and adopt a constitution. 

A mere fortnight after the group was formed, a big music event is 
now being planned and a sports event involving the local football 
club and schools is being organised. Publicity materials, newsletters 
and articles such as this are being written. Community activities are 
also under way and funds and other resources are being donated. 

Wigan and Leigh United Against Racism’s success in attracting 
such a broad coalition of people and groups has been remarkable 
and is testament to the commitment of thousands of decent, 
ordinary people to a fair and inclusive society. The anti-racist 
message is now being trumpeted in churches, temples, factories, 
schools, sports grounds and community centres across the 
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Eltham 
rejects 
racists 


By Daphne Liddle 





44THE PEOPLE OF ELTHAM HAVE HAD ENOUGHJ? was the 
message that came out loud and clear from a packed 
public meeting in the Progress Hall near Well Hall 
roundabout in Eltham last Wednesday. 


The venue was close to the scenes of two racist murders 


— Rohit Dugal and Stephen Lawrence — which have led to 


the town being described by some as the “racist murder 
capital of Europe”. This is an image that local people firmly 
reject and they are fed up with a tiny handful of violent 


racist thugs making their lives hell. 


The meeting, organised by Greenwich United Against 


Racism and Fascism, began with Dev Barrah of Greenwich 


Council for Racial Equality giving a brief history of racist 
activity in the area and through the whole of the borough of 


Greenwich over the past two decades. 

He finished with a chilling catalogue of brutal attacks 
within the past 18 months and pictures of horrific injuries 
sustained by more than a dozen victims, as well as attacks 
on people’s homes and cars and intimidating graffiti. These 
even included attacks on a local nursery school, with leaflets 
and graffiti threatening violence against teachers and 
children if non-white children were admitted to the school. 


Searchlight comments 

Of course the people of Eltham live with the horrific memory of 
the racist murders of Stephen Lawrence and Rohit Dugal within 
their community. However the problems confronting them are 
not just parochial ones. 

There are better organised nazis in neighbouring Bexley and 
Lewisham, and in northern Kent, from the British National Party 
and more hardcore organisations. Eltham is not unique and a 
southeast London response is needed. 

The police in Greenwich responded to last year’s series of 
vicious racist attacks with a significant number of arrests of the 
alleged perpetrators. They also took the initiative by closing down 
two pubs that were known haunts of drug dealers and the BNP. 

The authorities must be challenged to remove any students 
who advocate nazi and racist ideas and threaten fellow students 
and staff. Greenwich University might be a good place to kick off 
a southeast London campaign because most of its students come 
from there. 

Petty party political sniping must be set aside in order to bring 
people together rather than split them, a state of affairs that 
allowed fascist councillors to be elected in Halifax and Burnley. 
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The group responsible called itself the England and Eltham 
Volunteer Force and succeeded in terrifying all the parents. 
“The same people who vandalise your car, who damage your 
property, who terrorise bus drivers, who dump rubbish and 
who make you afraid to go out at night are the same young 
thugs who commit these race attacks,” Dev told the meeting. 

“We know who they are, the police know who they are and 
most of you know who they are. There are one or two hot 
spots in the borough where these youngsters gather, take 
drugs, drink and then get up to all sorts of anti-social 
behaviour. When we stop the racists we will also stop a whole 
range of other crimes that are making people’s lives hell.” 

Onay Kasab, local representative of the public sector 
union Unison, told the meeting of the union’s battle against 
council cuts, especially of youth facilities, that have left 
young people with practically no constructive outlets for 
their energies. This leaves them bored and vulnerable to the 
propaganda of the organised racists like the British National 
Party and the National Front. 

He also spoke of a new council initiative, “Clean Sweep”, 
supposedly to rectify anti-social problems like rubbish 
dumping, graffiti, abandoned cars and so on. He claimed 
that its real aim was to merge several different council 
departments under one roof and thereby cut jobs. 

He began to attack the salaries that councillors had 
awarded themselves, until members of the audience 
reminded him quite forcefully that he was straying from the 
topic. “What’s this got to do with the attacks. We’ve come 
here to sort out what we’re going to do about the attacks!” 
the mother of one of the victims asserted. 

Bridget Leach, from the local branch of Natfhe, the 
lecturers’ union, spoke of the concern that a small group of 
BNP members is organising and recruiting within the 
University of Greenwich. They are leaving leaflets and 
stickers everywhere and intimidating non-white students. 

The meeting was then thrown open to the floor for 
discussion. Local councillors had been invited to attend but 
only one Liberal Democrat had turned up. The local Labour 
MP Clive Efford, also declined to attend. 

Many local people spoke, including representatives of 
tenants’ associations and community groups, and one 
victim of a really vicious attack. The message that came 
across was one of Official denial — by the council, the 
university and the police — that there was a real problem. 
Without such recognition, nothing would ever be done, no 
resources would ever be allocated and the situation would 
continue to deteriorate. 

Significantly, local people were moderate in their 
approach. No one advocated vigilantism. Most wanted to 
work with the police and the council but these authorities 
must wake up to the problem. 

There was much that could be done in providing 
affordable facilities for young people. One person pointed 
out that a local cinema had remained closed and derelict 
for the past few years. “It could be turned into a youth 
centre”. Cameras, better lighting and a higher police profile 
in the hot spots would also help. 

“We must get to the kids before the racists do,” was a 
theme that came up time and again. Another view that came 
up many times was that we must isolate the racists — let them 
know that it is they who are the unwanted minority in Eltham. 

One speaker emphasised the need to distinguish between 
the hardcore organised racists, who are definitely not 
wanted, and the youngsters who are being misled by them. 

The meeting concluded by agreeing in principle to hold an 
anti-racist march through Eltham within a couple of months 
and to continue meeting on a regular basis. One speaker 
pointed out that the problem is deep and will not be solved 
quickly, but starting to organise is a critical turning point. 





Refugee murdered in Southampton 

An Afghan asylum seeker died last month after being 
severely beaten by a gang in a city centre park. The 22- 
year-old man was walking back to his house in the 
Bevois Valley area of Southampton after a Saturday 
night out. 

He had left his house at 10pm telling friends he was 
going to the city centre. After midnight he began making 
his way home and took a short cut across a series of 
parks. It was then that the gang attacked the man, 
hitting him across the back of the head with a blunt 
weapon. He sustained a fractured skull, but managed to 
reach the house where he had been staying and told 
friends he had been assaulted. He went to bed and 
stayed there the next day saying he did not feel well. 
On Monday his housemates called an ambulance, but he 
later died of his injuries in hospital. 

Police believe that the murder may have been 
racially motivated and there is speculation that it may 
be linked with other assaults on asylum seekers. 
Four Afghans have been attacked in Southampton in 
the past two months. 

Detective Superintendent Alan Betts, who is leading 
the inquiry, said officers were checking whether there 
were links with racial attacks in the city. “There have 
been other racial attacks recently. We are not ruling 
out that this attack may have been racially motivated,” 
he declared. 

The victim was a “respectable person”, he added, who 
had arrived here after suffering persecution in 
Afghanistan. “He came here and we haven't treated him 
very well.” 


Leeds students boycott The Sun 
Students at Leeds University have banned copies of 
The Sun from being sold at student union shops in 
protest against its portrayal of asylum seekers. 

The motion was prompted by “unnecessary racist 
articles” that had appeared in the paper, said Rebecca 
Allen, who put forward the proposition that: “The Sun 
newspaper is now carrying a vicious campaign against 
asylum seekers and the basic human right of asylum in 
general”. Tim Nicholson seconded the motion, which 
was passed with 121 votes for and 111 against at the 
university's annual general meeting last month. 

The Sun sells 3,000 copies a month in union shops, 
and will be unavailable for one month, or until it drops 
its “racist campaign’, the motion said. 

Leila Deen, a third-year student, voted in favour of the 
motion. She said, “I do believe in freedom of press and 
information, but the boycott is symbolic of how we feel 
The Sun is treating asylum seekers. I object to 
irresponsible and reckless coverage in order to sell 
papers ... we have a lot of foreign students at Leeds. 
Many people feel personally attacked by The Sun. 

A student union spokesperson said the motion had 
received a “mixed reaction” from students. She added 
that the union had also passed a motion to adopt a no 
platform for racists policy. 


Pro-Sudanese right-winger helps 
Home Office halt asylum 

An appeal by a Sudanese asylum seeker is being 
blocked by the Home Office through the use of works 
by David Hoile, an apologist for the Sudanese 
government who has a history of involvement in right- 
wing and libertarian causes. 

A written submission to the appeal tribunal from an 
immigration official has questioned the objectivity of 
Peter Verney, the editor of Sudan Update, whose reports 
are used regularly to persuade adjudicators not to 
deport Sudanese refugees. 

The accusation of bias, said the official, was based on 
an article written by David Hoile, a consultant for the 
Sudanese authorities and director of the pro- 
government European-Sudanese Public Affairs Council. 

David Hoile used to be active in the Federation of 
Conservative Students, and formed the Foreign Affairs 
Group of the FCS in 1985. He was also involved in 
the Committee for a Free Nicaragua and launched the 
Mozambique Institute in 1991. He once wrote a 
revisionist account of RENAMO, a terrorist group that 
was shunned by virtually every government in the 
world. Hoile is a member of the Conservative Party and 
was a research assistant to Andrew Hunter, formerly a 
patron of the racist Right Now, who recently offered his 
support to Jan Paisley’s Democratic Unionist Party. 

Mr Verney said of Mr Hoile, “He has defended the 
regime against accusations ranging from support 
for terrorism to involvement in slavery. I am one 
of the few people in a position to do these reports 
[for asylum seekers]. 

“I have been able to demolish the Home Office 
arguments so now they have obviously decided to 
undermine my credibility.” 


Asylum seeker’s home petrol-bombed 
The home of a group of asylum seekers living in Coventry 
was petrol-bombed last month, as attacks against 
refugees intensified across the country. 

The asylum seekers, all from the Kosovo-Albania 
border, were living in the Hillfields area of the city. 
A litre of petrol stuffed with a burning rag was thrown at 
the house. Algon Luli, one of the asylum seekers, said it 
was a frightening experience for his housemate who 
heard the attack. “He heard a noise and thought it was 
a bomb or something”, said Luli. 

Danny Moynihan, from West Midlands Fire Service, said 
the police are investigating. “One of the asylum seekers, 
a young lad, was in the bedroom on the ground floor and 
heard a bang and saw the curtains light up”, he said. 
“He looked outside and saw the bottom of the house was 
on fire. The occupants managed to exit the house and 
stamp out the fire before calling the fire brigade”. 

Penny Walker, from the Coventry Refugee Centre, said, 
“| have to say [I was] not very surprised. Tensions have 
been rising for a long time because of the government’s 
stance which reinforces the idea that we don’t want any 
asylum seekers here.” 
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News from the sewers 


€ 


““3 Righteous gentiles 


On 26 January, in a ceremony to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day, a line was drawn in the sand at a 
memorial in the Peace Park in Burnley, Lancashire. 
Two Labour Party councillors, Alice Thornber, 73, and 
Paul Moore, stood up to be counted and removed a 
wreath laid by two of the three British National Party 
councillors elected last May. 

What followed expresses in microcosm what ails 
both the media and the main political parties in the 
battle for truth, decency and the defence of democracy 
in this country. 

Read on and decide on what side of that line you 
stand. 

The Jewish community uses the term “righteous 
gentiles” to describe those non-Jews who rescued and 
safeguarded Jewish victims of the Nazi mass murder 
machine during the Hitler years and the Holocaust. 
By making their stand these two councillors have joined 
that illustrious band of brothers and sisters and deserve 
to be honoured. 

After last May’s council elections, the local Labour 
Party and its councillors shifted from a position of non- 
cooperation with the BNP councillors to including them 
in the day-to-day business of the council. 

Came the time for invitations to be extended to local 
people and councillors to attend the Holocaust 
Remembrance Day gathering, some pen-pusher at the 
Town Hall, on the orders of the mayor and political 
leaders, includes the BNP councillors on the list. 
This completely disregards the fact that the BNP is 
riddled with antisemites and Holocaust deniers from 
the top down. 

Its leader, Nick Griffin, worked alongside the 
notorious Holocaust liar David Irving when Irving 
illegally brought to Britain Fred Leuchter, the man who 
claimed to have proved scientifically that the Nazis’ gas 
chambers did not exist. His lies were rejected by the US 
courts. Griffin, who at that time had not yet taken over 
the BNP, had attempted to set up a security operation 
and its first job was to secure the Leuchter rally in 
London. Leuchter was arrested by the police and Home 
Office officials and thrown out of the country. 

Griffin wrote the anti-Jewish booklet Who are the Mind- 
benders, which the BNP published in 1996. It claimed that 
Jews exercised a “huge influence” over the media and 
provided “an endless diet of pro-multiracial, pro- 
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homosexual, anti-British trash.” He has been convicted 
of producing a magazine full of hate material that 
included a high level of antisemitism. He appointed the 
convicted bomber Tony Lecomber, who was also 
convicted of beating a Jewish school teacher, to one of the 
highest offices in the BNP. On his foreign travels, Griffin 
hobnobs with top German neo-nazi Holocaust deniers 
and a convicted terrorist in the German NPD and similar 
hate-filled political activists in the USA. 

After the memorial ceremony 30 local people, 
including councillors and Holocaust survivors, who felt 
insulted by having to stand with BNP members, signed 
an open letter of support for Cllrs Moore and Thornber. 

You might have thought everyone else would agree. 
Instead, some Labour, Liberal Democratic and 
Conservative party members in influential positions 
spoke out against them publicly and in private. Some 
Labour councillors described Cllr Moore as stupid. 

The BNP called on the police to take time off from 
investigating BNP wife beaters to persecute this brave 
couple. CID officers turned up at. Cllr Moore's place of 
work to tell him to report to the local police station to be 
interviewed. Cllr Thornber was also grilled by the police 
about her part in removing the offensive item. 

The police are on sticky ground because they said they 
were investigating the theft of the wreath. In fact the 
councillors only moved the wreath a short distance 
away from the memorial and took care not to damage it, 
in contrast to the fate of a wreath in the form of a Star 
of David laid the following day, Holocaust Day itself. 
The wreath, which was in memory to Anne Frank, was 
placed on the memorial at midday; by 3pm it had been 
torn down and shredded. 

Scenting the lack of official Labour Party and media 
support for the councillors, the sick animals on the 
extreme right bombarded them with hate-filled and 
threatening calls, an act that seems far more worthy of 
police attention. Cllr Moore even suffered a hard time at 
work, with remarks about being a thief and a grave 
robber aimed at him, after the media hyped up the story 
using BNP press handouts. 

Even a few people in the anti-fascist camp, while 
agreeing that the laying of the wreath was appalling, 
suggested it should have been removed by stealth in the 
dead of night. What sort of cowardly nonsense is this? 
Back in the 1970s when the National Front used to run 
around the country leaving wreaths at war memorials, 
ex-servicemen and women in the anti-fascist movement 
and members of the Association of Jewish Ex- 
servicemen and Women (AJEX) would go out and 
remove them as soon as they were laid. 

Members of the National Union of Journalists should 
be demanding that the two councillors get a fair and 
supportive hearing in the press and should rebuke those 
journalists and editors who have helped the BNP by 
attacking them. The Lancashire Evening Telegraph's 
headline on its report of the incident was drawn directly 
from the BNP’s press release: “Wreath row: BNP urges 
theft probe”. This libellous statement echoes the false 
claim by Terry Grogan, one of the BNP councillors, that 
the wreath had been stolen. Handling the BNP’s public 
relations was the Burnley organiser, Steve Smith, a 
former inmate of Her Majesty's prisons convicted of 
election fraud: falsifying signatures on the nomination 
forms for the 2001 county council elections. 

Most decent people who oppose the BNP have 
expressed solidarity with Councillors Thornber and 
Moore and support has also come from the Jewish 
community. Lord Greville Janner, one of Britain’s 


foremost campaigners in pursuit of war criminals and a 
key mover in the adoption of a Holocaust Memorial Day 
in Britain, told Searchlight that, “the BNP’s cynical 
approach to the Holocaust memorial event can be seen 
in how they distorted what the Nazis did by linking it to 
the fate of white farmers in Zimbabwe”. He continued, 
“T salute these two brave Labour councillors in taking 
the action they did.” 

Let the last words go to Cllrs Moore and Thornber. 

Paul Moore: “What struck me most about the BNP’s 
comments is the sheer hypocrisy of it all. Like Alice I 
couldn't stand by and watch them dishonour the 
memory of the dead. For my pains I’ve been called a thief 
and even a ‘grave robber’! I’m told that one senior Labour 
Party member saw fit to call me ‘stupid’, though not to 
my face. It’s a shame that when Labour Party members 
are attacked in the local press by the BNP some people 
within our own party are so keen to join in.” 

Alice Thornber: “I’m a 73-year-old woman and it’s 
not every day that I find myself being summonsed to be 
interviewed at the local police station to face an 
accusation of theft. However I have no regrets about 
my actions. 

“T was ten years old when the Second World War broke 
but I was lucky because we had an excellent school 
headmistress who explained exactly what the conflict 
was about — that it was a life and death struggle for 
freedom and against evil. After the war I read a lot about 
what happened during the Holocaust and it’s something 
that always upsets me. So when I saw the BNP turn up 
with a wreath at the recent Memorial Day I was 
appalled. The BNP leadership has consistently denied 


the historical fact of the mass murder of the Jews in the 
1940s and here we were inviting them to take part in a 
memorial ceremony! It was clearly a cynical PR stunt by 
the BNP. I turned to a senior Labour official and asked 
him, ‘What can we do?’ 

“Nothing,’ he said. 

“Well I’m not going to do nothing,’ I said. 

“I'd like to thank all the ordinary people in Burnley 
and elsewhere who have supported Paul and myself 
on this.” . 


councillors 
besmirch the 
memory of 
Holocaust 
victims 


Convicted 
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cultural diversit 
Around 800 people gathered in Sunderland’s Stadium of Light to enjoy a Ly 
of music, dance and food from around the world as the North East of England 
celebrated its multicultural diversity. The festival, a family day organised by the 
Northern TUC, showed that people in the North East are proud to celebrate 
having a community of mixed cultures. 

Sunderland has been the scene of violent racist incidents, including the death 
of an Iranian asylum seeker last year and a recent attack on a Somali man. 
The BNP has targeted Sunderland and is expected to field a number of 
candidates in the forthcoming local elections. 

Brendan Barber, TUC General Secretary elect, in his first visit north since his 
election said that there was no place for racism in the UK and that the trade 
union movement were committed to opposing the BNP. Any organisation that 
bases its campaigns on racism and inequality had no right to claim any kind of 
legitimacy in the electoral process. It is up all trade unionists to fight against 
fascism in all its guises, he declared. 

Kevin Rowan, Regional Secretary of the Northern TUC, said that those who 
fled oppression and abuse in their own country should feel welcome in the 
North East and should not be made the target of race hate due to the 
irresponsibility and ignorance of the right-wing press. What this event shows 
more than anything else is that this region is proud of its multicultural identity 
and that trade unions in the North East are determined to be at the front of the 





The BNP are campaigning hard in the North East - in 
particular in parts of Sunderland - and are making headway. 
The local press reports that it is “inevitable” that the BNP 
will win seats in the Council elections. We don’t agree. 

The GMB Union has begun work in the BNP's target areas to 
develop community led resistance to their ideas and values, and 
through working and listening to the local community ensuring that 
our region remains a fascist-free zone. 

| don't believe for one minute that Sunderland is swarming with 
racists and fascists. Fundamentally in my view, the problems in our 
area are due to a lack of proper funding and decent resources from 
Government. The communities we are talking about in Sunderland 
are some of the hardest pressed communities in the UK: with high 
unemployment, bad housing, shocking transport links, poor facilities 
and high scores on most of the social deprivation indicators. 

In addition to this, many people in these “heartland” areas 
feel let down by New Labour and feel a sense of political isolation. 
This cannot be underestimated. For years, these communities 
have voted Labour in huge numbers. Unless the party reconnects 
with these people urgently it can no longer expect support on 
estates like Southwick and Town End Farm. 

The BNP have exploited these issues very cleverly and have also 
played on some people’s unfounded fears of an “influx” of asylum 
seekers. The actual figures show that there are 1,060 
asylum seekers in a community of 289,000 people. 

The aim of the GMB campaign is to counter this false 
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campaign against fascism and racism. 

Performers at the festival included samba band Drummed In, steel drummers 
Steel Quake, Indian dance band Four by Four, the Chinese Lion Dancers and 
bhangra group DIP from Birmingham. 


GMB TACKLING THE 
BNP IN SUNDERLAND 


by Kevin Curran, GMB Regional Secretary, Northern Region 





propaganda and _ to 
ensure that our aims and ; : 
values have credibility in these areas — not those of the fascists. 

That is why the-GMB has appointed ex-shop steward Steve 
Cullen as a Community Liaison Worker in Sunderland. Steve is a 
former shipyard worker from Sunderland — and is popular with 
local people who know and trust him. 

Steve's role will be to communicate and work with the local 
community on issues that really are important. 

We believe extra resources are crucial in estates across 
Sunderland. Extra resources to ensure decent public services, 
better transport systems and proper facilities for all of the people 
in our community. 

The BNP are attempting to play one set of people off against 
another. Our view is that we should be bringing the whole 
community together to make their views known to the Government 
about the issues that matter to them. 

The GMB's aim is to work with the people of Sunderland to rebuild 
and improve their communities and promote the values that our 
North East is famous for: common sense, decency and tolerance. 

The GMB is confident in our beliefs and values. We are confident 
that people in Sunderland share them. We also believe that trade 
unionism has a progressive role to play in our communities and we 
will expand our efforts in this area. 

Now is the time for us all to redouble our efforts against the far 
right, the GMB in the North is ready for the battle. 


Unite to stop the BNP 


Trade unionists have always played a crucial role in the anti- 
fascist movement. From the 1930s struggle against Oswald 
Mosley’s Blackshirts, to the 1970s struggle against the 
National Front (NF), to the fight against the British National 
Party (BNP) now, trade unionists have been in the forefront. 

Because the BNP claims to speak for working people, 
trade unions — the true representatives of Britain’s working 
people — have an important role to play in combating the 
menace. The BNP targets the disaffected, promising 
the world and delivering nothing but lies and hate. But the 
trade union movement is determined that, through activity 
and joint work with local communities, the lies and divide- 
and-rule tactics of the BNP will be exposed. 

Trade unions up and down the country are rallying to the 
anti-fascist cause and trade unionists are centrally involved 
and actively working with united campaigns in many towns 
and cities. 

During the past few months there has been a massive 
increase in affiliations and support for Trade Union Friends 
of Searchlight (TUFS). The following national unions are 
now affiliated to TUFS: UNISON, BECTU, ANSA, T&G, UNIFI, 
PCS, CWU, NATFHE, BFAWU, ACCORD, FBU, CYWU, 
AMICUS-MSF, GMB, NASUWT, ASLEF, NUT, PFA, NUM, 
USDAW, RMT and the GPMU. In total these unions, 
opposed to the BNP and fascism and racism, have a 
membership of over five million workers — black and white, 
women and men. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


A concerted anti-fascist campaign was built in the May 
2002 local elections; over 200,000 leaflets were delivered 
door-to-door in areas the BNP considered its heartlands. 
There is little doubt that there would have been many more 
BNP councillors than the three elected in Burnley without 
the dedicated work and activism of anti-fascists at the grass 
roots. Challenging the BNP is vital. Where the BNP was 
challenged its vote went down. 

The BNP has now secured a further seat in Halifax and 
now has five elected councillors. We are facing a threat 
from the far right not seen since the 1970s. 

Already over 200 trade union branches and regions have 
affiliated to TUFS and joined the activists’ network. Very many 
trade unionists are involved in active anti-fascist work. It is 
vitally necessary to continue to build on this and develop and 
extend the involvement of trade unionists in anti-fascist 
campaigning at the grass roots in communities. 

The true spirit of trade unionism stands diametrically 
opposed to the politics of the BNR Trade unions stand 
for unity and solidarity: an injury to one is an injury to all! 
Doing nothing is not an option. Join us and get involved, 
together we can drive the BNP from our workplaces and 
communities. 


ééSearchlight has done an enormously important job for 
the anti-racist and anti-fascist movement over a great 
many years. Trade unions must be in the forefront of 
facing the challenge ?? 


Brendan Barber general secretary TUC 





Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 


& Special rates on training and educational materials. 
& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 








national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 


























Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (Ww) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IGS ONG m Tel O20 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m® www.searchlightmagazine.com 








Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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immigrants and refugees have always been made scapegoats when they have 
arrived in this country. But, maintains Kate Taylor, the arguments against their 
presence have become increasingly sinister. Now allusions to the destruction of our 
nation are becoming more prolific. Promoting such attitudes of fear in the minds of 
the public neglects the underlying problems that have created the increasing 
inequality with which we are faced today. Continuing failure to address these 
sources of division is cultivating a national identity that is exclusionary and insular, 
and fails to foster a true sense of belonging in modern-day Britain. 
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at links together the progression of 
terrorism, Aids and TB and the corrosion 
of national identity in Britain? The answer: 
asylum seekers. If we are to believe the 
proliferation of articles in the media of 
late, these disparate and threatening trends are coming 
to the fore not because of growing global instability and 
poverty and changing demographic trends. Apparently it 
is the presence of refugees that is undermining our sense 
of cohesion and safety as a nation. 

This feeling has escalated since the tragic murder of 
PC Stephen Oakes in Manchester in January. The 
revelation that those responsible were seeking asylum in 
this country has fostered a linkage between refugees and 
international terrorism. Yet among asylum seekers are 
some of the most dispossessed and vulnerable people in 
the world. So why have they become the scourge of the 
nation? The scoring of political points by stimulating 
fear is a crucial factor. Asylum is a debate that needs to 
happen. But it is not debate but demonisation that is 
taking place, and because of it other vital social 
problems are being ignored. If we take asylum seekers 
out the equation, Britain will not suddenly become a 
nation defined by equality. Our national identity will still 
be as ambiguous as it always was. The poor of this 
country will still be poor. And the sense of 
disenfranchisement and neglect from those in former 
Labour heartlands will remain. 

The blame culture towards newcomers has a long 
history in Britain. New floods of immigrants always have 
been the target of doubt and hostility. Jews fleeing the 
pogroms in Eastern Europe were labelled “So-called 
Refugees” by the Daily Mail in 1900, just as the same 
paper judges many who arrive to be “bogus” today. In 
1972 the influx of Ugandan Asians following their 
expulsion by Idi Amin was to prove pivotal in advancing 
racialist politics. The National Front was soon marching 
under the banner “Stop the Asian Invasion”. The arrival 
of Malawi Asians in 1976 prompted the Daily Express 
headline: “The passport to plenty — More Asians on the 
way to join 4-star immigrants”. If this provokes a sense of 
déja vu it is not surprising. Just over a year ago the 
National Union of Journalists filed a complaint with the 
Press Complaints Commission over the provocative way 
in which the Daily Express was handling the whole 
question of asylum. 

But times are also very different compared to periods 
of previous influxes of immigration. Impending war and 
continued destabilisation across 
many parts of the world have meant 
that there is not one discernible 
wave of refugees with a beginning 
and an end. Numbers of migrants 
moving around the globe are now 
less clear than they once were. 
With the expansion of the EU in the 
next few years, this uncertainty will 
only increase. More than ever 
before, a climate of fear threatens to 
deluge us. Due to new technology, 
terrorism is more prolific yet also 
more invisible than it once was. 
We do not know who or what is 
lurking around the corner. With that 
fear comes the emergence of new 
arguments against refugees that 
have taken on a nastier tone. 

The language of disease is now 
commonplace. Trevor Kavanagh, 


political editor of The Sun, wrote at the end of January 
that immigrants had brought “alarming levels of 
infectious TB, Hepatitis B [and] incurable Aids to 
Britain”. Anthony Browne also wrote that disease is the 
“new asylum peril that we cannot ignore”. He stressed 
that “we live in fear of foreigners bringing death to our 
land ... It is not by allowing in terrorists that the 
Government’s policy of mass immigration ... claim|[s] 
most lives. It is through letting in too many germs.” With 
such rhetoric we must ask, are the asylum seekers 
bringing in the germs or are they to be viewed as the 
germs themselves. 

More preposterously asylum seekers are also being 
blamed for failures in a long ailing National Health 
Service. In January Dr Liam Fox, the Shadow 
Health Secretary, wrote to all Primary Care Trusts 
and Hospital Trusts suggesting that UK citizens were 
being denied access to treatment in the NHS because of 
“preferential access” given to asylum seekers. He 
claimed that the NHS was becoming a health tourism 
destination. This assertion comes at a time when many 
have to travel abroad from Britain because treatment 
here is so inadequate. 

But more dangerous is the implication that asylum 
seekers and immigrants are destroying the moral fabric 
of the nation. The sense of “otherness” attributed to 
those who are not “natives” has become far more 
threatening in its stereotyping. We cannot pretend that 
the asylum system is not in a mess. Bureaucratic 
inefficiency has resulted in chaos. But the pure venom 
directed by the media towards the victims of 
this ineptitude has reached an unparalleled scale. 
An immigration hierarchy defined by wealth and skin 
colour threatens to ensue. Asylum seekers are poor and 
importing poverty scares people. But it is not just these 
factors that are at issue. At the heart is the very argument 
against multiculturalism itself. 

A recent article by the social commentator Melanie 
Phillips in the Daily Mail contends that “there comes a 
point when, if there are too many cultures to be 
integrated, it becomes simply impossible to transmit a 
national story”. The argument of both Phillips and the 
economist Bob Rowthorn in Prospect magazine last 
month is that the presence of too many immigrants 
dilutes our sense of history and cohesion as a nation. 
But as Benedict Anderson showed in his classic study 
Imagined Communities, many of the symbols and 
historical traditions that are used to emphasise national 
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identities are indeed mythical. Nations are concrete 
entities in so much as we believe in them, but they are 
also social constructs. So what we actually mean by 
nationhood is by no means the same for each person, 
but crucially, what we believe very much shapes 
whom we include within its parameters and how 
that contributes to our feelings of psychological and 
physical safety. 

Rowthorn believes that continued large-scale 
immigration will disturb existing national cultures and 
identities. “I believe it is a recipe for conflict ... nations 
are historical communities that have the right ... to 
resist developments that undermine their identity.” 
He places the blame for the current apocalyptic scenario 
that has been painted, and which he appears to accept, 
on the shoulders of a shadowy cosmopolitan elite. 

“Many cosmopolitans accept the right of ‘oppressed 
peoples’ ... to a homeland and identity, but they 
regard such aspirations as illegitimate when expressed 
by the historic majorities of Western Europe,” he writes. 
But this assertion lacks validity. Rowthorn fails to 
recognise the difference between the right of a nation to 
self-determination, and nationalism itself. The two are 
in no way the same. Discourses of nationalism in the 
context of already powerful countries are far more likely 
to be discourses of exclusion than those constructed by 
people seeking self-governance. 

There is no such thing as an innocent statistic. 
But Rowthorn accepts the scare figures released by the 
anti-immigration lobbying group Migration Watch 
rather uncritically given recent revelations about the 
selectiveness of the numbers this group uses and 
the fact that they are extrapolations rather than fact. 

More worrying is the confusion he promotes between 
immigrants and ethnic minorities. “The presence of 
ethnic minorities has made it more difficult to teach a 
coherent national history.” He neglects to note that most 
ethnic minorities in this country are citizens. Blurring 
the boundaries to question the belonging of ethnic 
minorities is a dangerous step. 

Furthermore his points are not all borne out by reality. 
Britain, he asserts, “will soon contain a very large 
number of people who have no personal connection 
with the fairly recent past ... What was previously the 
history of the nation may come to be seen as merely 
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the history of a shrinking ethnic majority, of little 
relevance to the rest.” It is by no means inevitable that 
immigration is incompatible with maintaining pride in 
a country and maintaining a sense of cohesive identity. 
The US example in particular shows us the falsity of this 
argument. In the States, patriotism and a sense of 
national identity is perhaps stronger than anywhere 
despite a myriad of cultures competing for space. 
The belief is that anyone can be an American regardless 
of their origin. The emphasis is not on where you are 
from, or what colour you are. It is about values. 

This is the crucial point. Strong national identities are 
not a bad thing. It is how we define them that is the 
problem. If our identity is about more than past glories 
of dominance, and if it stretches to encompass the 
fairness, diversity and other positive traits we believe 
shape who we are, then migrants in no way pose a threat 
to our sense of self. It is when we define Britishness 
narrowly and negatively that it begins to corrode under 
its own impossible weight. Immigration is not 
incompatible with a sense of nationhood. It only 
undermines nationhood when that nationhood is built 
upon exclusion. 

Railing against diversity and mulitculturalism itself is 
divisive and detracts from the real issues affecting the 
wellbeing of the country. A dangerous scenario is being 
drawn out in front of us. It is a world of surveillance, of 
fingerprinting all newcomers, and of fear of those who 
are not the same as the majority. In this world we 
threaten to become locked away in a fortress like never 
before, defining ourselves by whom we keep out. 

In terms of asylum, there already exists a clamour 
to exclude. Last month David Blunkett, the Home 
Secretary, added seven more countries to the list 
of those deemed to be “safe”, thus automatically 
refusing refugee status to anyone from these countries. 
This is a way to appease the public and cut the 
statistics. The countries he named are Albania, 
Bulgaria, Jamaica, Macedonia, Moldova, Romania and 
Serbia/Montenegro. Some of the Eastern European 
countries have appalling records of human rights 
abuses against Roma. But the labelling of countries as 
safe is political in nature. Genuine refugees are turned 
away or deported simply because they are from the 
wrong country. The case of Roma from the Czech 
Republic provides a good illustration of the arbitrariness 
of this policy. The Czech Republic is already designated 
safe and thus not one Romani person fleeing well 
documented persecution has ever been granted refugee 
status in Britain. Yet most who end up in Canada, for 
example, are granted asylum because the government 
there does recognise the situation in their country. 
It is not the case, then, that all whose asylum 
applications fail are not genuine refugees. But people 
want to keep them out, because they believe asylum 
seekers get everything, while they continue to have 
nothing. This is an illusion. 

Immigrants do not ruin a country’s sense of itself. 
That has been done from within. Britain is in crisis. 
The removal of all asylum seekers and new immigrants 
will do nothing to diminish that. The failing NHS, the 
growth of poverty-related diseases, the lack of industry 
and the risk of terrorism are problems that will not just 
disappear. That the presence of refugees is being used as 
an excuse to attack the foundations of a diverse 
multicultural society is a disgrace that diverts attention 
from the real issues of long-term decline and growing 
division between different parts of the country that 
urgently needs to be tackled. 
































Homeland: into a world of hate 
By Nick Ryan 

ISBN 1 84108 465 5. £15.99 
Reviewed by Steve Sliver 


is the story of a journalist who becomes so 

fascinated by the world of race-haters that he felt 
he just had to enter that world in order to understand it. 
This is no short trip and his six-year long experience is 
written almost journal like, across over 300 pages of a 
hardback book. 

Ryan never pretends he is anything other than a 
journalist as he meets various fascists, from members of 
Combat 18 (C18) in London to German nazis and 
Ku Klux Klan supporters in the United States. Ryan did 
not immerse himself in the world of the far right in order 
to turn them over. He didn’t start out as a hardened anti- 
fascist, or perhaps even end up as one, he just tells it 
how he sees it. 

Homeland also does something that is rare in a 
book ostensibly about fascism: it includes, to an extent, 
the story of the anti-fascists too. Searchlight and the 
international anti-fascist network of which we are a part 
feature heavily in its pages. 

Ryan is an accomplished writer and the book 
contains some powerful writing. Well known fascist 
thugs who feature monthly in Searchlight are brought 
to life in a way in which you will never have read about 
them before. Many of them live sad, squalid lives and 
are a far cry from the master-race ideal that they 
believe they are a part of. For all the fascist talk of 
“purity”, Ryan’s early discovery is that their world - 
or C18’s at least — is a world of cocaine snorting, porn 
and prostitutes. 

Ryan was in contact with C18 people such as Charlie 
Sargent’s brother, Steve, when Charlie was imprisoned 
for murdering a fellow C18 supporter in a bitter internal 
feud. He was talking to Nick Griffin, leader of the British 
National Party, before the BNP had any elected 
councillors, when Griffin set out their plans for future 
electoral success. He was there when things were 
happening. In some ways it is surprising how candid 
some of the fascists were with Ryan, bearing in mind 
that they knew he was a journalist. 

Having said that, I am not interested in the fascists’ 
personal lives and I found some of the detail irritating. 
The monstrous nature of what these people think, and 
more importantly do or would do if given the chance, is 
what I am concerned with. I wonder whether a 
journalist in the 1920s — before Fascists and Nazis took 
power in Europe - would have written a similar book 
after meeting Hitler, Goebbels, Goering, Mussolini, 
Franco and their disciples. I suspect that they would. 
On the other hand, perhaps what I find irritating is also 
the book's strength. After all Ryan started out with no 
axe to grind and he is clearly very quickly appalled by 
what he discovers. 

Just as Ryan never pretended to be anything other 


N ick Ryan has been on an epic journey. Homeland 







































































than a journalist to the fascists, he never pretended to be 
anything other than that to anti-fascists either. He built 
a working relationship with Searchlight’s Nick Lowles, 
which comes out strongly in the book. Through Graeme 
Atkinson, Searchlight’s international editor, Ryan met 
anti-fascists from many countries. My own fleeting 
walk-on part brings a wry smile. I can’t see why our idea 
of sending Ryan to Beirut for a Holocaust denial 
conference made him a little scared ... No doubt he was 
relieved when the event was cancelled after the 
Lebanese authorities stepped in. 

The international aspect of Homeland is its great 
strength. The differences and similarities between the 
fascists in various countries are well brought out. 
The “internationalism” of the racist “nationalist” 
movements is always striking to read about no matter 
how well established that fact is in your mind. 
The contradiction between the belief in the world 
Jewish conspiracy theory, and the need to shed the 
theory in order not to appear completely crazy, is clearly 
an issue not confined to Britain alone. 

It would be easy to view Homeland as simply what it 
appears to be, a book about the extreme right in Europe 
and the United States. Homeland is much deeper than 
that. It is a piece of work that the author has put his 
heart and soul into producing. This is Ryan’s project, 
his odyssey; something that he had to do and had to 
tell about. The book is a testimony of that project and 
all anti-fascists should own a copy of it. 
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by Dave Renton 


ne of the great playwrights of the twentieth 
century, Bertolt Brecht was also a lifelong 
opponent of fascism. Born in 1898 in 
Augsburg in southern Germany, Brecht 
studied medicine in Munich and served in an 
army hospital through the last year of the war. In 1919, 
he joined the Independent Social Democratic Party. 
Munich was then in ferment, as the long-standing desire 
for Bavarian independence fused with a new radicalism, 
with socialist and anti-war views in the ascendant. Even 
as the left-wing parties all urged caution, a Bavarian 
Soviet was formed, a government of poets and idealists. 
The right then retook power, killing hundreds as it went. 

In 1920 Brecht began work in the Munich theatre. 
Brecht dropped his studies the following year, to 
concentrate on a career as a playwright. His first drama, 
Baal, was produced in 1923, his first major production, 
Edward II, in 1924, and his first book of poems in 1927. 
His ideas about life developed under the influence of 
Karl Korsch, an independent-minded Communist writer 
and parliamentarian. 

Moving to Berlin in 1924, Brecht had access to a new 
range of colleagues and audiences. He worked with 
fellow radical dramatists, including Max Reinhardt and 
Erwin Piscator, and the composer Kurt Weill. In 1928, 
Brecht and Weill collaborated on The Threepenny Opera. 





Opera, Brecht moved the action to a nineteenth century 
world of pimps, whores, beggars and corrupt 
policemen. The play announced a new style of drama. 
The playwright argued that the theatre should not lull its 
audience into believing the characters, but should 
surprise it. The audience should be reminded that what 
it sees on the stage is merely an account of past events, 
something to watch critically. 

The new German theatre of the 1920s did not see its 
task as being to provide high-brow thrills to the middle 
classes, but rather to create a new form of art, owned 
and loved by working-class audiences. Brecht 
introduced bawdy songs and situations modelled on 
boxing fights or trade union meetings. In the proletarian 
citadel of Wedding, Brecht drew on a network of 
workers’ choirs and acting groups. He forced his 
audience to think, to test their own ideas, to challenge 
the views of any authority. 

Brecht did not reach these ideas about drama 
accidentally. He believed in a thorough-going democracy. 
In his journalism and poetry, Bertolt Brecht argued that 
there should be neither homelessness, nor unemploy- 
ment, nor poverty. Those who did the work were entitled 
to at least their fair share of life’s riches. This philosophy of 
life was expressed in a celebrated poem, Questions from a 
Worker who Reads, “Who built Thebes of the seven gates? 
/ In the books you will find the name of kings / Did the 
kings haul up the lumps of rock? / And Babylon, many 


Basing it on the British playwright John Gay’s Beggar's 


To Those Born Later 


I. 

To the cities | came in a time of disorder 

That was ruled by hunger. 

| sheltered with the people in a time of uproar 
And then | joined in their rebellion. 


That’s how | passed my time that was given to me on this Earth. 


| ate my dinners between the battles, 

| lay down to sleep among the murderers, 

| didn’t care for much for love 

And for nature’s beauties | had little patience. 


That’s how | passed my time that was given to me on this Earth. 


The city streets all led to foul swamps in my time, 

My speech betrayed me to the butchers. 

| could do only little 

But without me those that ruled might sleep more easily: 

That’s what | hoped. 

That’s how | passed my time that was given to me on this Earth. 


Our forces were slight and small, 
Our goal lay in the far distance 
Clearly in our sights, 

If for me myself beyond my reaching. 


That’s how | passed my time that was given to me on this Earth. 
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times demolished / Who raised it up so many times? ... / 


Il. 

You who will come to the surface 

From the flood that’s overwhelmed us and drowned 
us all 

Must think, when you speak of our weakness in times 
of darkness 

That you've not had to face: 


Days when we were used to changing countries 
More often than shoes, 

Through the war of the classes despairing 

That there was only injustice and no outrage. 


Even so we realised 

Hatred of oppression still distorts the features, 

Anger at injustice still makes voices raised and ugly. 

Oh we, who wished to lay for the foundations for peace 
and friendliness, 

Could never be friendly ourselves. 


And in the future when no longer 
Do human beings still treat themselves as animals, 
Look back on us with indulgence. 


Who cooked the feast for the victors? / Every ten years a 
great man ... / Who paid the bill?” 

Yet while Brecht hoped to see a world where ordinary 
workers were empowered, Germany was not moving 
in that direction. He saw instead a country where the 
police were vicious in their suppression of dissent, and 
where war had made men cruel. The brutal succession of 
inflation and depression impoverished millions. 
The middle classes were nostalgic for the hierarchy of the 
old Prussian monarchy. The profits of the rich were going 
unchallenged. The left in parliament was more timid 
than its supporters, who were desperate for change. 

Long before Hitler was able to threaten for power, 
Brecht railed against the society in which fascism could 
flourish. “The rich possess the bread”, he wrote, “the 
poor are almost fainting.” Another of Brecht’s poems, 
the Song of the S.A. Man, saw Hitler’s rise to power from 
the perspective of one of his unemployed followers sent 
off to fight the Communists. Such Nazis would later be 
purged, in 1934, as Hitler's government made peace with 
the parties of German conservatism. 

In 1933, Brecht went into exile, mainly in Svendborg in 
Scandinavia, and then in the United States. He was cut 
off from the German theatre; and had little success in 
Hollywood. The only script that found acceptance was 
Hangmen Also Die. “The intellectual isolation here is 
enormous,” Brecht complained. “Compared to 
Hollywood, Svendborg was a world center.” Meanwhile, 
in Germany his books were burned and his citizenship 
was withdrawn. His plays were interrupted by the police 
or banned. 

Still, Brecht wrote for the anti-fascist exile press. 
His writings were smuggled into Germany by ordinary 
workers. He tried to make fun of the Nazi racial myths. 
Brecht’s poem, But for the Jews Advising Against It, 
suggested ironically that perhaps all of Germany’s woes 
were indeed the fault of the Jews. “Until the Fiihrer told 
us, we had no idea / What a clever and powerful people 
the Jews were / Though there are only a few of them 
scattered across the earth’s face. / It seems that they 
control everything because of their genius / This being 
so, the entire world asks itself with a shudder / What 
would happen to the global structure / If the Fiihrer had 
chosen for his lofty purposes / Not the relatively 
talented Germans; but / The Jews.” 

Despite suffering from artistic isolation, between 1937 
and 1941 Brecht wrote his major theoretical essays and 
dialogues, many famous poems and most of his great 
plays, The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, Mother Courage 
and Her Children, The Life of Galileo, The Good Woman 
of Setzuan and The Caucasian Chalk Circle. 

The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui was written at the 
height of the Nazi dictatorship. It describes Hitler’s 
seizure of power through the story of a Chicago mobster. 
A packing business is hit by the depression and seeks 
to escape by obtaining a credit from the state. 
The representative of the bourgeois state, Dogsborough, 
is at first doubtful. Will he benefit from the deal? 
The crisis has accentuated all the contradictions of 
capitalist society. “Everybody is leaving the sinking ship, 
abusing and cursing it. Friend becomes enemy.” 

The bosses who run the trust favour the bitterest 
methods of exploitation, in order to survive the crisis. 
One of the owners of the trust says: “We pay taxes 
regularly to the city, why should it not pull us out of the 
mud by means ofa credit?” The mobster Arturo Ui offers 
his services to Dogsborough. When the latter hesitates, 
Ui says: “I will dig your grave!”. Under the pressure of the 
trust, Dogsborough is obliged to make concessions and 


Song of the S.A. Man 


My hunger made me fall asleep 
With a belly ache, 

Then | heard voices crying 

Hey, Germany awake! 


Then | saw crowds of men marching: 
To the Third Reich, | heard them say. 
| thought as I’d nothing to live for 

| might as well march their way. 


And as | marched, there marched beside me 
The fattest of the crew 

And when | shouted “We want bread and work” 
The fat man shouted too. 


The chief of staff wore boots 
My feet meanwhile were wet 
But both of us were marching 
Wholeheartedly in step. 


| thought that the left road led forward 
He told me that | was wrong. 

| went the way that he ordered 

And blindly tagged along. 


And those who were weak from hunger 
Kept marching, pale and taut, 
Together with the well-fed 

To some Third Reich of a sort. 


They told me which enemy to shoot at 
So | took their gun and aimed 

And, when | had shot, saw my brother 
Was the enemy they had named. 


Now | know: over there stands my brother 
It’s hunger that makes us one 

While | march with the enemy 

My brother’s and my own. 


So now my brother is dying 

By my own hand he fell 

Yet | know that if he’s defeated 
| shall be lost as well. 





become the guarantor of Ui’s honesty. Throughout this 
play Brecht asks the question: “Who will put a stop to 
this madness?” For Brecht, there was only one answer: 
the organised working class. 

Brecht left the United States in 1947 after being forced 
to give evidence before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee. Brecht ran rings around his 
interrogators, pointing out that he had never been a 
member of any Communist party. Afterwards he told 
journalists, “Americans aren't as bad as Nazis. At least 
they let you smoke while interrogating you.” In 1949 
Brecht travelled to Berlin to help stage Mother Courage 
and her Children. This trip led to the formation of 
Brecht’s own company, the Berliner Ensemble, and to 
his permanent return to Berlin. 

Suspect in eastern Europe because of his unorthodox 
ideas, and equally denigrated in the West for his 
Communist opinions, Brecht still won great audiences 
for his plays. Brecht’s poem, To Those Born Later was the 
appeal of a generation addressed to those who lived ina 
world after war. “I sheltered with the people in a time of 
uproar / And then I joined in their rebellion. / That’s how 
I passed my time that was given to me on this Earth.” 
Brecht died of a heart attack in Berlin in 1957. 
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CANADA 
Holocaust denier faces deportation 


Ernst Ziindel could soon face deportation to Germany, 
where he would be subject to tough anti-hate laws, after 
exploiting North American civil liberties to deny the 
Holocaust for more than 20 years. Ziindel, a German 
national with permanent residency status in Canada, 
was atrested at his new home in Tennessee by five US 
immigration agents for overstaying a visa. It appears 
that Canada has refused to let him return. 

It would be very difficult for Ziindel to continue his 
Holocaust denial activities in Germany because of its 
trict criminal laws against spreading hate. During a visit 
to Munich in 1991, Ziindel was fined for slander, 
offending the memory of the dead, inciting racial 
hatred, public incitement and possession of illegal Nazi 
symbols. In 1996, German internet service providers 
were investigated by the government for providing 
access to Ziindel’s Toronto-based website. 

Ziindel immigrated to Canada as a teenager in 1958 
and became notorious during the 1980s. He twice failed 
to obtain Canadian citizenship. In the late 1980s he was 
convicted under a little-known law against spreading 
false news, but the decision was overturned by the 
Supreme Court. He fled to Tennessee in 1999 after losing 
a case over the hate disseminated by his website. 


GREECE 
Holocaust memorial desecrated 


Antisemitic hooligans have painted swastikas on a 
monument in memory of the 50,000 Jews from 
the Greek city of Salonika who perished in the Nazi 
death camps. The latest vandalism is the third occasion 
since 1995 that the monument has been desecrated. 
The incident has prompted renewed calls for a national 
day of remembrance for the Greek Holocaust victims. 
In January, Jewish community leaders urged that the 
victims should be remembered each 15 March, the date 
on which Salonika’s first Jewish convoy was sent to 
Auschwitz in 1943. 


FRANCE 
Former Yahoo! head acquitted 


A Paris criminal court last month acquitted Timothy 
Koogle, the former chief executive of Yahoo!, of charges 
of illegally selling Nazi memorabilia online through its 
auction site. The court ruled that the charges brought 
against Koogle — “justifying a crime against humanity” 
and the “exhibition of a uniform, insignia or emblem of 
a person guilty of crimes against humanity” — had not 
been proven. 

The case against Koogle, 51, a US citizen and resident, 
had been brought by the Association of Auschwitz 
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Deportees. Koogle, who was not required to appear in 
court, would have risked a fine of £30,000 and five years’ 
jail if found guilty on the first charge and a £1,000 fine 
for the second. 

The case followed a civil court ruling in November 
2000 in which Yahoo! was ordered to put in software 
blocks to prevent French internet users from accessing 
its auction site. Yahoo! has since banned the sale of 
some Nazi memorabilia, including concentration camp 
uniforms and daggers, but its auctions still feature Third 
Reich stamps, transport tokens and coins. 


RUSSIA 
Skinheads rampant 


Between 15,000 and 20,000 skinheads are currently 
active in Russia, according to the country’s Interior Ministry. 
Last year the Russian authorities estimated that around 
10,000 Russians, mainly young people, were members of 
nazi groups. Most of the skinheads operate in Russia’s 
main cities, with 5,000 in Moscow and 3,000 in 
St Petersburg, Valery Komarov, acting chief of the ministry’s 
department on organised crime, revealed in February. 
Racist attacks and killings have occurred frequently in 
Moscow, St Petersburg and other big Russian cities, with 
African students, diplomats and traders from the Caucasus 
region their victims. 

Last year, prosecution officials opened just 71 investiga- 
tions into cases of “inciting nationalist, racist, or religious 
hatred”. Thirty-one of those cases have been heard in 
court, Komarov said. Criminal charges have also been filed 
against 16 people for committing hate crimes, he added, 
explaining that police are also trying to track down the 
sources of finance for skinhead groups. 


AUSTRALIA 
Recidivist nazi runs for parliament 


Jack van Tongeren, Australia’s most notorious nazi, who 
was jailed for a violent anti-Asian campaign in the late 
1980s, is planning to stand for the Australian federal 
parliament. Van Tongeren, who sports an Adolf Hitler- 
style moustache, declared that he would run a political 
campaign to get his message across. He was released last 
September after serving 12 years in jail for his anti-Asian 
campaign, which included firebombing five Asian 
restaurants in Perth, and will contest the election as 
head of the Australian Nationalist Workers Movement. 

Though ineligible to stand for Western Australia’s state 
parliament because of his unenviable criminal record, 
van Tongeren can still run for a Senate seat in the federal 
parliament. He has 53 convictions for crimes including 
conspiracy to drive Asians from the state, false 
pretences, breaking, entering and stealing, theft, arson, 
causing an explosion, wilful damage, attempted arson 
and assault. 


From Tor Bach in Oslo 


Court leniency sparks complaint to UN 


THE OSLO ANTI-RACIST CENTRE has complained to 
the CERD Committee - the United Nations body 
responsible for the convention against racial 
discrimination — over Norway’s seeming inability to 
enforce legislation against racial hatred. 

The complaint was filed in December after the 
Supreme Court in Oslo handed out what anti-racists 
describe as a scandalous verdict in a case concerning 
racist and antisemitic statements made by Terje Sjalie, 
leader of the Oslo-based nazi Bootboys goon squad, 
two years ago. Sjolie, now serving prison terms for 
armed bank robbery and attempted murder, was 
surprisingly acquitted on appeal after being found 
guilty in a lower court. 

The case springs from events during an illegal Rudolf 
Hess memorial march in the small town of Askim in 
August 2000. There, Sjolie shouted to his pack of 38 
masked nazi thugs: “Every day immigrants rob, rape 
and kill Norwegians, every day our people and country 
are being plundered and destroyed by the Jews, who 
are sucking our country empty of wealth and replacing 
it with immoral and un-Norwegian thoughts”. He went 
on to urge his comrades-in-arms-and-booze to follow 
in the footsteps of “our dear fiihrer Adolf Hitler and 
Rudolf Hess”. 

Despite the fact that almost the entire police force in 
eastern Norway was searching for the illegal nazi march, 
there were no officers on duty in Askim that day. When 
finally alerted, the local chief constable decided not to 
ask the huge number of police from Oslo who were 
approaching Askim to intervene. 

However, thanks to lax security by the nazis and 
excellent intelligence work from _ Searchlight’s 
Norwegian sister magazine Monitor, several reporters 
from Monitor, assisted by the Swedish anti-fascist 
magazine Expo, were waiting for the nazis. The film 
footage they gathered provided the police with excellent 
evidence for the eventual trial. Unfortunately however 
the Supreme Court ruling, which has set a precedent, 
means that racist ravings in public are legal as long as 
they do not promote violence. 

Racist violence is clearly illegal, although it often 
seems difficult to get convictions on such charges. In the 
southern town of Kristiansand, for example, two 
notorious nazi thugs were recently given much more 
lenient final sentences than those handed out to them 
by a lower court last year. 

Kim Hugo Hansen and Mikkel Vetvik were convicted 
for racially motivated violence against Surafel Getachew, 
who has been disabled since being attacked two years 
ago. Getachew, who suffered a cranial fracture and brain 
haemorrhaging, was battered unconscious with bottles 
before being kicked in the head. 


A higher court has now ruled on appeal that the attack 
was not racially motivated and that only Hansen was 
responsible for the injuries to Getachew. He has been 
ordered to pay Getachew £55,000 compensation, while 
Vetvik has escaped serious punishment, being 
convicted only on a minor assault charge. 

Meanwhile, in the small town of Sandnes in western 
Norway, a young skinhead has been convicted on 
several charges but again given a light sentence. 
Ola Haugstad, 21, was sentenced to ten months in 
prison after being found guilty of a racially motivated 
assault on two African men, making threats against the 
mother of a former friend, driving under the influence of 
drink and running away from a traffic accident caused 
by his own drunken driving. 

Haugland, dressed in traditional skinhead garb, 
attacked the two men in February last year. The court 
heard witnesses describe how Haugland said he wanted 
“to kill two niggers today”, while repeatedly punching 
the two men. He accompanied the blows with screams 
of “Sieg heil’, “pure race”, “f***ing foreigners” and 
“fing blacks”. The court ruled against a prosecution 
demand that his copies of The White Man’s Bible and the 
nazi rag Vigrid be confiscated. 

The leader of the Vigrid psycho-sect, 63-year-old Tore 
Wilhelm Tvedt, who seems to think he is a prophet of the 
ancient Norse god Odin, is continuing his crusade against 
the truth. Hoping to attract attention from the media, the 
raving nazi, who talks about 15-year-old girls as “Tvedt’s 
beautiful and sexy angels”, has launched a campaign 
involving filing bogus complaints to the police. 

In his latest stunt, Tvedt has demanded that the police 
press charges against “White Buses to Auschwitz”, an 
educational foundation that takes school children to 
visit the former death and concentration camps of the 
Third Reich. According to Tvedt, the foundation incites 
hatred against the German people and against people 
critical of “international Jewry”. 

Most pitiful of all, however, is Tvedt’s smear campaign 
against Erling Bauck, a Holocaust survivor. Bauck, who 
has spent years warning young people about the dangers 
of fascism, has been reported to the police by Tvedt for 
“war crimes” and indirectly taking part in “international 
financial extortion”. Tvedt’s complaints are only the most 
recent in a series of similar malicious attacks. 

At the parliamentary end of the fascist pigsty, Kjell 
Tore Vogsland’s National Alliance has become 
concerned about the plans for war against Iraq. 
Unfortunately for the fascists, the broad popular 
alliance against the war, which spans numerous 
organisations from the churches to the trade union 
movement, has ignored their efforts to join it and 
remains pledged to keep them out. 


Searchlight March 2003 25 





From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Five go on trial for xenophobic killing 


THE FIVE MEN in the dock of the court in Neuruppin are 
not keen on being linked with the extreme right. So much 
so that the main defendant, 21-year-old Marco F, answers 
“lam normal” when the presiding judge inquires about his 
political views. 

Indeed like many other young Germans, the five men 
from Wittstock in Brandenburg, who are on trial for 
manslaughter and grievous bodily harm, regularly partake in 
hashish, alcohol and speed, go to Techno discos at 
weekends, perform military and civil service, engage in 
vocational training and sport short or half-long hair and 
earrings. Their victim, Kajrat Batesov, was a 24-year-old 
ethnic German from Russia who together with a friend was 
savagely assaulted at a Wittstock disco in May 2002. 

Early in the trial, Marco F partially confessed, admitting 
that he had “totally freaked out” when Batesov’s 
companion asked him and his co-defendants for a cigarette 
at 4am at the end of a heavy Techno music session. 

“You go away,” he had told the Russian-German in 
English. Then Batesov was pushed to the ground and Marco 
F admitted that he had kicked him at least ten times but 
added that “cocaine and alcohol” had “substantially 
dimmed” his memory. Nevertheless, he insisted that he had 
not kicked Batesov’s head, nor had he hurled the 17kg 
stone onto Batesov’s chest, leading to his fatal injuries. 

About 40 witnesses are expected to testify to the identity 
of the stone thrower and other matters, including the 
motive for Batesov’s killing which, the public prosecutor's 
office believes, was xenophobia, not least because 
witnesses reported hearing the words “shit Russians”. 

Establishing a motive has been difficult because of the 
stubborn silence of those who witnessed the incident in 
which 30 to 40 young men and women looked on while 
Batesov and his companion were assaulted. Only one young 
woman had intervened, shouting, “Leave him alone, you're 
going to kill him!”. A few other Techno devotees have sat in 
the public gallery of the court but have studiedly ignored 
Batesov’s mother, Raissa, who is co-plaintiff in the case. 

Kajrat Batesov’s family came from Kazakhstan and ended 
up in the rural idyll of northern Brandenburg in Freyenstein, 
a village of 1,200 inhabitants. Scant consideration seems 
to have been given by the bureaucrats in Potsdam, who 
settled the family there in November 2000, to the fact that 
two months earlier two young ethnic German brothers, also 
from Russia, had been seriously injured after a village 
square encounter with local right-wing youths. 

The young men’s family left the village and, with help 
from the Victims’ Perspective organisation, went to live in 
Neuruppin, a 45-minute car journey away. Raissa Batesov 
recalls ruefully how the departing family had warned her: 
“It is very difficult here for foreigners”. 

Even if Raissa, a 44-year-old nurse, spoke fluent German, 
she would still stand out as a foreigner because of her dark 
complexion, eyes and hair. When she and her family came 
to Germany she tried to hide her fears from her sons, 
because at the time she thought she had fulfilled her dream 
of “not being treated as a second-class citizen any more”. 

Life in Kazakhstan had not easy for Raissa, the daughter 
of an ethic German mother and a Kazakh father, and her 
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children. “In Russia,” she says, “we were the Germans 
while in Germany children shout ‘shit Russians’ at us”. 
This was hard to swallow for a family that had suffered badly 
as victims of Stalin’s ethnic resettlement policies and 
which, merely because of its German origin, seemed to be 
on permanent probation. 

Ethnic Germans who come to Germany, however, have 
little say in where they will live because the authorities 
determine this for the first three years. Raissa Batesov 
would have preferred to go to western Germany because 
prospects would have been better. Instead, the family was 
dumped in Freyenstein, where the mayor has declared, 
“there are no contacts here between the locals and the 
foreigners and nor does anyone want them”. 

In her halting German, Raissa Batesov struggles to find 
the words to describe her family’s everyday life in 
Freyenstein, a life which has had little to do with the “land 
of justice and culture” that her mother had described to her. 
For Raissa’s family, life in Germany has been a nightmare. 
One of her sons has been frequently and deliberately forced 
off the road by local car and moped drivers while riding his 
bike and her niece has had her training shoes filled with 
rubbish after school sports lessons. 

Despite the pain of such daily petty harassment, her sons 
went out of their way to avoid trouble. It appears to have 
been pure accident that the older son and his friend found 
themselves at the Techno party at which he died. 

Raissa believes it probable that Kajrat and his friend met 
a hostile reception because “they spoke only a little 
German”. It is also likely that they were afraid to leave in 
case they were followed and attacked, but the two young 
men were totally unprepared for what followed as they went 
to get their bicycles and ride home. 

The five alleged killers are not known as right-wingers to the 
police but local officers who specialise in tackling extremist 
violence estimate that there are at least 115 violent, mainly 
right-wing extremist, young men in the surrounding area. 
They calculate that right-wing extremist crime in the vicinity 
has leapt by more than 40% in the past year. 

The reason Wittstock has become a focal point of 
right-wing extremist violence is not clear but Steffen 
Decker, chief of the special police squad that deals with 
extremist violence, believes there are a number of factors. 
For example, the nazi National Democratic Party of 
Germany (NPD) is very active and has_ staged 
demonstrations in Wittstock six times in the past nine 
months, one only four days after Batesov was killed. 

Decker also regards the absence of any opposition 
politics as a factor but that has been apparent since the 
1990s when youngsters who did not think in the same way 
as, or look like part of, the prevalent right-wing culture 
opted to leave the area. The catalysts for the exodus were 
incidents in which punks were attacked and beaten up in 
broad daylight and had their homes invaded by nazi 
skinhead gangs. 

Because hardly anyone opposed the right-wing 
extremists then, the terror has continued, with Kajrat 
Batesov paying the ultimate price for the xenophobia that 
pervades the area. 








From Jeroen Bosch in Utrecht 


Fortuyn party stabilises after 
election defeat 


THE POPULIST so-called “civil revolution’, which held 
Dutch politics in its grip during 2002, came to an abrupt 
end, at least for the time being, with the elections on 
22 January. More than two thirds of those who voted for 
the List Pim Fortuyn (LPF) in May 2002 did not even 
bother to vote and most of the rest switched to the right- 
wing liberal VVD, which won an additional four seats. 

This was no surprise. The VVD was the most assiduous 
in trying to mop up LPF voters, presenting tough 
statements against immigration and demanding the 
assimilation of immigrants. But although the VVD gained, 
its dream coalition with Prime Minister Jan Peter 
Balkenende’s Christian Democrats (CDA) failed to 
materialise. Instead the CDA opened coalition talks with 
the social democratic PvdA, led by the charismatic Wouter 
Bos, after its spectacular reemergence in the elections. 

Liveable Netherlands (LN), which along with the LPF 
spearheaded the populist upsurge and represented a 
new hard-right line in Dutch politics, lost its two seats 
in parliament. Hit by an internal row and several splits, 
it now seems to have reached the end of the road. 

What does this all mean for the new politics shaped by 
the late Pim Fortuyn? That the LPF managed to retain 
eight of its previous 26 seats was an achievement for 
such a new party and means there is room for a hard- 
right party on the Dutch political landscape, alongside 
the VVD alternative. 

A coalition partner in the previous government, the 
LPF seems to have stabilised recently and could still win 
political respectability by performing well in opposition. 
It has taken steps in this direction by dumping right-wing 
extremists like Rien Boiten and racist politicians like 
Winny de Jong, who tried her luck with Conservatives.nl 


but got a miserable 2,358 votes. She was not elected, nor 
was her running mate, the notorious racist Michiel Smit 
of Liveable Rotterdam (LR). 

In Fortuyn’s home town, LR is continuing its war on 
immigration and crime. Smit, who was gagged by LR 
until the election because of his links with right-wing 
extremists, has been leading the campaign against 
the building of new mosques and the supposed lack of 
integration by immigrants. Needless to say, the cam- 
paign is warmly welcomed by supporters of the fascist 
New National Party (NNP), which still holds two local 
council seats in Rotterdam’s Feijenoord district. 

The LPF also seems to be better organised on the 
provincial level. It will contest all the regional elections 
in March and has a chance of winning seats. Its youth 
outfit, the Young Fortyunists (JF), is steadily building its 
organisation and has already attracted the attention of 
young right-wing extremists trying to profit from the JF’s 
“open” organisation. 

So far, they have had little success, but the existence of 
parties and organisations that have much in common 
with classical right-wing extremism increases more than 
ever the potential to broaden and strengthen the right- 
wing political spectrum in the Netherlands. 

The most radical part of the right-wing movement, 
the hardcore fascist Dutch People’s Union (NVU), will 
stand in the province of Gelderland in March. The NVU, 
which promotes itself as “the original anti-immigration 
party” and whose main slogan is “Stop asylum now”, 
needs 10,000 votes to win a council seat and that seems 
highly unlikely. 

The early signs, however, are disturbing. Despite the 
dictatorship of the NVU’s leader, Constant Kusters, who 
rules his “political soldiers” with a rod of iron, many 
young racists are backing the party. Whether they will 
ultimately vote for the NVU is uncertain but their 
presence on the streets and in right-wing youth 
subculture is undoubtedly growing. 
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World View 


Alfio Bernabei 


The proof of the politics 
is in the beating 


FASCIST PUNITIVE SQUADS and youth militant gangs 
carrying nazi insignia have reappeared in Italy using an 
attack strategy and weapons similar to those that 
became infamous in the Mussolini era. 

Serious incidents have occurred in half a dozen towns 
ranging from assault on foreigners, antisemitic 
vandalising of memorial stones and daubing of 
swastikas on the walls of trade union centres and 
housing centres for immigrants. Several members of 
Roberto Fiore’s fascist Forza Nuova were arrested for 
their involvement in some of these incidents. 

The attacks against foreigners carried out in the 
style of Mussolini’s punitive expeditions occurred in 
Verona and Turin. Twenty one fascists gathered in Via 
Garibaldi in the centre of Turin and targeted the stall 
of a street vendor from Senegal, smashing the sun 
glasses and the cellular telephone covers that he was 
selling. The vendor was hit several times, and a young 
woman who was passing by and went to his help was 
also attacked. 

The fascists were carrying images of Mussolini and 
some of them were found in possession of carved wooden 
cudgels similar to baseball bats or the manganelli, the 
baton-like weapons which were the trademark of 
Mussolini’s squads. Some were also armed with iron 
hooks used in mountaineering. 

The fascists responsible for the attack belonged to a 
group calling itself “Grabbers”, a term used by Dutch 
nazi skins. The decision to act in broad daylight in a 
crowded part of the town echoed the attack carried 
out the previous month by a hit squad of FN members 
who broke into a television studio in Verona to assault 
Adel Smith, a representative of the Islamic community 
in Italy. 

Mr Smith had been invited to take part in a debate. 
Fifteen members of FN entered the building through 
a side door, made their way into the studio and 
attacked him and one of his assistants. The timing 
ensured that the cameras would record the scene and 
thus get the maximum of publicity. Before leaving 
the studio some of the fascists shouted “Lepanto!”, the 
name of the battle that marked the defeat of 
the Ottoman fleet in the Mediterranean in 1571 and 
vowed: “We will do it again”. 

When the police searched the homes of the attackers 
they found wooden cudgels with the inscription Dux 
Mussolini, an air gun, bullets, knives as well as nazi and 
fascist insignia, including swastikas. 

Among the organisers of the attack was Paolo 
Caratossides, 26, a friend of Fiore, who acts of the local 
officer of the Padua FN branch and is also the party’s 
representative for that region. 
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In his youth Caratossides joined the Fronte della 
Gioventu, the fascist youth movement that schooled 
politically several ministers in Berlusconi's government. 
Later he was a member of Movimento Sociale Fiamma 
Tricolore led by Pino Rauti, the fascist who has been 
tried on several occasion for his links with terrorist 
organisations and who has now close links with 
Berlusconi's party. 

Also among those arrested for the assault on 
Smith were Yari Chiavenato and Alberto Lomastro, 
both members of FN and already well known as racists. 
On one occasion, dressed in Ku Klux Klan fashion, they 
delivered a chilling message to the president of the 
local football team over plans to acquire the black 
Dutch player Michel Ferrier, when they hanged a 
black puppet in the Verona FC stadium. It was in the 
same stadium that placards were spotted bearing 
the inscription “Gott mit uns” (God with us), a nazi 
slogan. All four attackers on Smith originating from 
Verona were members of the local football fan club, 
Brigate Giallobli. 

The FN members of the Verona hit squads did not 
have much trouble finding a lawyer. Roberto Businello 
who in the past defended the fascist leader Franco Freda 
and Erich Priebke, the former Nazi Captain charged with 
wartime massacres, came to their aid. The case could 
have resulted in heavy sentences. Attacks causing bodily 
injuries can be punished with up to four years in jail. 
On top of this they faced a charge arising out of the 
Mancino law against racial or religious hatred. 

Guido Papalia, the local magistrate in Verona known 
for his severity in condemning fascist and racist crimes, 
indicated that stiff sentences would be appropriate. 
But he was rebutted by no less a figure than Roberto 
Castelli, the Italian Minister of Justice. Speaking on 
behalf of the government, Castelli dismissively 
reprimanded Papalia with the warning: “I hope that the 
magistrates will refrain from saying things worthy of 
newspaper articles”. 

As the attackers seemed to be able to get away with 
small fines, Fiore had a double reason to celebrate. 
Castelli had also hinted that the Mancino law may be 
too strict and in need of revision, something that FN has 
wanted since its inception in 1997. 

One more reason for FN to celebrate was the 
opening of its new office in Modena, central Italy, in 
spite of protests by anti-fascist groups. Various 
members of the local council moved a motion to 
condemn the opening of the FN office but the 
representatives of the neo-fascist party National 
Alliance refused to cast a vote against the FN. 
The National Alliance is of course a key party in 
Berlusconi’s coalition government. Its leader is 
Gianfranco Fini, the Deputy Prime Minister. 

More indications of the increasing activities of nazi 
fascist gangs came to light in the town of Cernobbio, 
northern Italy, where last month a memorial stone 
dedicated to Giorgio Perlasca and bearing an inscription 
by Simon Wiesenthal was vandalised in an antisemitic 
attack. In 1944 Perlasca saved about five thousand 
Italian Jews by preventing their transportation to 
German extermination camps. The memorial stone was 
attacked to coincide with the Holocaust Day 
commemorations. 

Furio Colombo, editor of the daily LUnita 
commented: “These fascists have not vandalised the 
memorial stone in order to please the SS. They have 
done it in the name and on behalf of people who are in 
key positions in the political life of this country.” 





From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 


Sparks fly between old and 
new nazis 


TWO OPENLY RIGHT-WING extremist organisations are 
active in Hungary. While they cooperate occasionally, they 
stem from quite different traditions. 

Hungary’s homegrown fascists are the heirs of the 
historical Arrow Cross Party founded by Ferenc Szalasi, who 
was executed in Hungary in 1946 for crimes against 
humanity. After the defeat of the Arrow Cross’s Nazi allies in 
1945, some of its members fled to the West, where — 
mainly in the USA, Canada and Australia — they stuck firmly 
to their racist and antisemitic traditions. 

The skinheads of Blood and Honour (B&H) are of more 
recent vintage. Shortly before Christmas, they staged a 
concert in Szoedliget, a small town in northern Hungary. 
B&H in Hungary, which is part of the international B&H 
set-up, is officially registered as a “non profit organisation”. 
Its leader, Janos Endre Domokos, was formerly a journalist 
with the openly nazi monthly magazine Hunnia. 

Skinheads in Szekszard form the hard core of B&H. 
Supporters across the country are more than willing to shell 
out money for expensive concert tickets, recorded music 
and publications, guaranteeing a comfortable life for the 
organisation’s leaders. 

Despite the nature of its politics, B&H had no problem 
booking the cultural centre in Szoedliget for its concert on 
21 December. To the great surprise of the town’s mayor, 
police and secret police agents were standing in front of the 
building before the concert even began. B&H is hardly 
unknown to the Hungarian secret police, which has placed 
documentary evidence of the role played by its leaders in 
the hands of the chief public prosecutor in Budapest. 

The secret service regards B&H as a_ neo-nazi 
organisation which functions as a legal front for a number 
of illegal and groups. According to the secret service, this is 
facilitated by a loophole in the law which has enabled these 
right-wing extremist organisations to abuse the legal 
freedom of assembly consistently for the past 13 years. 

Skinhead concerts make it possible for foreign hate rock 
bands to play in Hungary and make money. They flock to 
the country because they can enter and move around freely 
and the cost of living is relatively cheap. At the Szoedliget 
concert, at which German, English and Australian bands 
took the stage, it was no surprise that nazis from Budapest 
announced an international youth gathering to be held in 
Hungary in February. 

Commenting on the concert, Andras Tdéth, the Under 
Secretary of State responsible for the secret service, said 
that the number of nazis in Hungary is not very high and 
denied that they represent a danger to society. He accepted, 
nevertheless, that they must be combated as a matter of 
principle. He also noted the fact that, under the 1947 Paris 
peace agreements, Hungary is obliged to extend no 
tolerance to National Socialist organisations. The Hungarian 
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constitution also forbids racism and discrimination. 

As much a cause for concern as the skinheads are the 
attempts at a revival of Arrow Cross fascism. The Arrow Cross 
Party came into its own in October 1944 when, six months 
after the German occupation of Hungary and following a badly 
prepared and botched effort by Horthy to broker a peace deal 
with the advancing Allies, it took power under Szalasi’s 
leadership with the support of the Germany Army and the SS. 

The German occupation in March 1944 had resulted in 
the deportation of hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
Hungarians within six weeks to Nazi concentration and 
extermination camps. From October 1944, the Arrow Cross 
rabble introduced an unparalleled regime of terror, ended 
only by the rapid advance of the Red Army in the winter and 
spring of 1945. 

After 1945 some of the leadership of the Arrow Cross Party 
were executed or sentenced to long terms in prison. Others 
fled to the West and the party, which once had half a million 
members, did not exist in Hungary between 1945 and 1989. 

The current leader of the movement, which goes by the 
name Magyar Nemzeti Arcvonal (MNA — Hungarian National 
Fighting Front), is Istvan Gy6rkés. Gyorkés was jailed for his 
role in the 1956 Uprising and befriended former Arrow 
Cross members in prison. 

Gy6rkés's first attempt to resurrect Szalasi’s Arrow Cross 
inheritance was in 1989 when he established a National 
Socialist Action Group. It was rapidly banned, after which 
Gy6rkds continued his efforts under the name of the MNA. 
When the last boss of the original Arrow Cross died abroad 
in 1995, Gydrkds assumed his mantle. 

Few Arrow Cross veterans outside Hungary have 
succeeded in passing on the organisation's traditions to their 
children and grandchildren. Many of the next generations 
cannot speak Hungarian and, after the death of their 
grandfathers, threw out their “relics”. Gydrkds’s efforts to 
unite the various right-wing extremist fragments have met 
limited success. His associates are not skinheads and with 
him young people receive a hard physical and “spiritual” 
training. According to Gydrkés, the last legitimate Hungarian 
government was Szalasi’s blood-drenched regime, although 
the MNA distinguishes itself from German Nazism. 

The skinhead movement, which was quite popular in 
Hungary at the start of the 1990s, does not impress the 
MNA. Most of the skinheads have disappeared and those 
who remain cling to B&H. Gydrkds’s associates particularly 
resent the fact that many of the skinheads are alcoholics, 
which has led to a situation in which the MNA‘s “court of 
honour” decided to exclude the leaders of B&H and in which 
the so-called Hungaria Skins quit the movement two years 
ago in protest at its military and authoritarian structure. 

The anniversary of the surrender of the German and 
Hungarian Nazis at Budapest Castle in February 1945 has 
been the occasion for nazi demonstrations in recent years. 
At the time of writing it was unclear whether the Hungarian 
authorities were going to tolerate the international gathering 
announced at B&H’s concert, but a successful event can 

only encourage both B&H and its MNA detractors. 
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DISCIPLES OF 
BLOOD 


Last month Searchlight charted the odyssey of 
Joseph Pearce from his life as a criminal nazi 
youth leader in London to his transformation 
into a well known author and academic on the 
far right of the Catholic Church in the USA, 
occupying the position of writer in residence at 
Ave Maria College in Michigan. For many years 
Searchlight has investigated the links between 
right-wing US presidents, the CIA and far-right 
religious and political fanatics who have left a 
trail of blood across Latin America. Now Michael 
Reynolds looks at one of the leading figures on 
the US religious right who has become Pearce’s 





Thomas homas Monaghan is an American billionaire 
Monaghan Tere made a fortune from the Domino's Pizza 
making chain. By the time he sold it, he had used the 
money forthe profits to finance and raise an ultra-right politico- 


religious right religious imperium. 

Ostensibly Catholic, yet entwined with evangelical 
Protestants - Monaghan’s largesse has served an array of 
unpleasantness around the world: Latin American death 
squads, anti-abortion and anti-gay extremists, theocratic 
Christian nationalists, faith-based fascists and covert CIA 
operations. Though little reported by the mainstream 
media in America, Monaghan has been an important 
player in the political juggernaut known as the Religious 
Right since the 1970s. He and fellow Catholics — Paul 
Weyrich, Richard Viguerie, Ed McAteer, Phyllis Schlafly — 
were the guiding hands in the formation of the Moral 
Majority and the Free Congress Foundation, a creature 
that has since spun a network of extreme religious and 
political policy apparats in the United States, South 
America, South Africa and Europe including the UK. 
If the politics are right — extremely right - Monaghan is 
there with the money, the organisational expertise and 
connections for Catholic ministries and institutions. 

Within Weyrich’s Free Congress Foundation, 
Monaghan set up the Siena Group, a clutch of wealthy 
and influential Catholic hardliners pulled from 
Monaghan’s 1,700 member Legatus, an_ ultra- 
conservative elite organisation for executives whose 
annual earnings exceed $4 million. The Siena Group was 
instrumental in the formation of Human _ Life 
International. Militantly anti-abortion, anti-gay, anti- 
women’s rights, HLI was founded by Father Paul Marx 


World: View 


Searchlight March 2003 30 


employer and benefactor. 


who laid blame for “the abortion holocaust” on the 
shoulders of the Jews. 

Since 1983 Monaghan’s patronage has underwritten 
the cultish Word Of God/Sword Of The Spirit 
programmes that produced the testosterone-soaked 
Christian phenomenon, the Promise Keepers. Word Of 
God manifests the tenets of “shepherding”, a system 
of cadre building that melds charismatic Christian 
witness with the Fiihrer Prinzip — a baptised-in-the- 
spirit styled fascism. 

Investigative reporter and author Russ Bellant 
described the WOG “shepherding” tactic in a 1997 report 
on the Promise Keepers with the following: 

“Shepherding began in the United States in the early 
1970s. The key center for developing the doctrine and 
practice of shepherding was the Catholic Word of God 
(WOG) community in Ann Arbor. WOG evolved from 
loosely structured prayer groups, whose leaders 
exploited a commitment to bring ‘spiritual renewal’ to 
society to deepen the involvement of its members. 
They utilized (some say manipulated) the charismatic 
practices of prophecy and deliverance (exorcism of 
‘demonic spirits’) to control members. 

“Leaders claiming they received direct messages from 
God were telling members of the need to build a layered 
structure of authority, of their role as the Elect to be 
God's army on earth, and of the need for secrecy in 
everything they did. Shepherding leaders did not just 
focus on a member's intimate life, but taught ‘sheep’ 
that the outside world — both Christian and secular — is 
evil and threatening. This helped justify a right-wing 
social agenda and totalitarian controls internally. 


Members who questioned this structure of authority 
were judged to be filled with ‘demonic spirits’, and often 
put through traumatic exorcisms.” 

One of the founders of WOG/SOS, Ralph Martin, 
serves on the Board of Directors of Ave Maria College 
and is slated for a teaching position, along with Joseph 
Pearce, at Monaghan’s newest enterprise, the sprawling 
Ave Maria University and township in Florida. For many 
years, WOG/SOS operated from the Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, an ultra-Orthodox Catholic 
university based in Steubenville, Ohio, which was also 
heavily funded by Monaghan. 

During the 1980s, a cadre corps of WOG/SOS 
formed a sketchy organisation called The Puebla 
Institute, headed by Humberto Belli, which immediately 
signed on with the CIA and the Contras in their 
effort to destabilise and overthrow the Sandinista regime 
of Nicaragua. Former Contra leader Edgar Chammaro 
said that working relationships between Belli and the 
Contra leadership were prompted by conversations with 
the CIA in which the Nicaraguan rebels were urged to 
exploit religious factors in their fight against the 
Sandinistas. Thus Belli, underwritten by the CIA and 
the Catholic right wing, coordinated the book that was 
eventually titled Nicaragua: Christians Under Fire. 
In 1983, Belli hooked up with the Guatemalan death 
squad supporter Manuel Ayau in Michigan at a forum 
sponsored by Hillsdale College, an ultra-right incubator 
whose president served on the directorate of the World 
Anti-Communist League, the notorious international 
consortium of old Nazis, neo-fascists and far-right 
Republicans. Belli went on to serve WACL in the 
Philippines in 1987 as part of the Christian Anti- 
Communist Crusade campaign against trade unions 
in those islands. 

Belli is now back in Monaghan’s bosom, serving as 
president of Ave Maria College of the Americas in 
Nicaragua, yet another component of Monaghan’s 
ever-expanding reach. Monaghan’s Ave Maria 
Foundation got this institution as part of the package 
when it purchased the Baptist-affiliated Mobile 
University in Alabama. 

Monaghan enjoys a cosy working relationship with 
the blatantly fascist Tradition, Family & Property, a 
small but formidable transnational enterprise founded 
by the late Brazilian Plinio Correa de Oliveira. During 
the 1970s the TFP serviced the bloody coup mounted by 
Augosto Pinochet and the CIA in Chile and the 
Argentine military junta. It has since found an 
American roost inside Weyrich’s Free Congress 
Foundation and with Monaghan in the Catholic 
’ Campaign For America. 

For the past decade Monaghan has focused on an 
ever-expanding array of ultra-conservative Catholic 
schools — from elementary grades to colleges, law 
schools and seminaries. He is investing at least $200 
million dollars in the Ave Maria University and planned 
community in Florida. The institution is relocating 
from Ypsalanit, Michigan to south Florida where the 
Ave Maria Foundation has purchased property. 

One of the reasons for the move appears to be the 
resistance of his Michigan neighbours to a 70m (220ft) 
crucifix replete with a 12m corpus of a bleeding Christ 
with which Monaghan sought to dominate the local 
skyline. The arrogant display would have been taller 
than the Statue of Liberty. In Florida Monaghan has 
fewer problems. The 3,035 ha (7,500 acre) property 
where Ave Maria is about arise is an extremely 
impoverished rural area populated by poor white, 


black American and Haitian farm workers, just north of 
the Everglades. 

“For 25 years, I’ve felt the need for a school with more 
spirituality,” Monaghan told a New York Times reporter. 
“The reason God created us was to earn heaven, so we 
could be with him, and my goal is to help more people 
get to heaven. You can't follow the rules of God unless 
you know what they are and why they are. At some 
Catholic universities, students graduate with their 
religious faith more shaky than when they arrive.” 

Three years earlier, outside the country, Monaghan 
called the United States “an empire of evil ... because of 
pornography, homosexuality, abortions, birth control 
from the UN, godless media and a prohibition on 
mentioning God in public schools.” 

Pearce, who was active in the National Front in the days 
when it was heavily influenced by Roberto Fiore’s Italian 
terrorists, must be feeling really at home politically with 
these folks. As for Monaghan, his activities earned him 
ninth place in Inside the Vatican magazine's international 
list of the top ten Catholics for 2002. 
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By Pat Hennings reporting from Gothenburg 
Nazi thugs find new electoral road 


THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATS (ND) are rapidly establishing 
themselves as the most worrying racist group in Sweden. 
Launched just 18 months ago in a split from the larger 
Sweden Democrats (SD), the ND has made a big show 
of being a suit-and-tie group of “concerned nationalists”. 
In reality, however, the party is rapidly attracting 
hardcore thugs and turning into the respectable face of 
Swedish Nazism Inc. 

While the SD made a dramatic breakthrough in last 
September’s general election, scoring 76,000 votes 
(1.4%) and grabbing 50 seats on local councils, the ND 
was not entirely unsuccessful, scoring 4,000 votes in the 
parliamentary ballot and 7,000 local council votes 
throughout Sweden. 

About 2,000 of these were cast in the Stockholm 
county districts of Sddertalje and Haninge, gaining the 
party four seats. But another 1,000 votes in Norrtalje 
were not enough to win the ND a seat. 

The current prime targets of ND propaganda are not 
immigrants, anti-racists or gay people, although all these 
traditional targets of race haters remain important. The 
ND’s main enemies are their former friends in the SD. 

Although the ND was only launched in summer 2001, 
the split from the SD had been under way for at least two 
years. The basis for the split was not so much ideological 
as personal, focussing on internal dissatisfaction with 
the party’s Stockholm leader, Tor Paulsson, a national 
party organiser in the 1998 elections and a key 
contributor to SD successes in the Stockholm’s Haninge 
district, where it won two seats. 

Although considered a brilliant organiser, Paulsson 
soon ended up at odds with a large section of the party 
executive. An internal party document signed by the 
ideologist Torbjorn Kastell branded Paulsson “impossible 
to work with”. Paulsson retorted that the rest of the SD 
leadership was only in it for the money and was being 
rapidly corrupted by the lure of seats on local councils. 

At the May 2001 party conference, simmering mutual 
animosities burst to the surface when Paulsson and his 
closest associate, the Haninge councillor Anders Steen, 
were thrown out of the SD, charged with attempting to 
launch a “parallel organisation” within the party. 

Since Mikael Jansson took charge of the SD in 1995, its 
strategy has been to avoid any public association with 
uniformed lunatics, outrageous demands in the party 
programme and politics based on obvious racism. As a 
result the SD entered the 21st century with a professional 
party apparatus, a streamlined Le Pen-type image and a 
cadre of well dressed, well behaved, well educated and, 
even well spoken activists, enabling the organisation to 
notch up its first real successes in the 1998 elections 

-when it won 20,000 votes and eight council seats. 
The overhaul of the more controversial aspects of the 
party programme has been continuous. The demand for 
- automatic repatriation of immigrants who arrived after 
_ 1970 was removed in 1997; the demand for restoration 
of capital punishment was abandoned the following year. 
In 2001 the party even said that it “accepted” gays — 
although gay people “should not flout their perversions” — 
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and in December 2002 the remaining racist stumbling 
block, the demand for a ban on adoptions from non- 
European countries, was dropped. All these changes were 
necessary to allow the SD to pose as a “moderate 
nationalist” movement and win the confidence of populist 
voters dissatisfied with the political establishment but 
unwilling to vote for an obvious fascist organisation. 

Because of these gymnastics, the dissidents in the 
party concluded that the once proud SD had been 
“liberalised” to the extent that it was now a corrupt part 
of the establishment. 

Quite possibly, the SD leadership underestimated the 
strength of the dissidents because, following their 
expulsion, Paulsson and Steen won over the majority of 
activists in the Stockholm party district, including the crucial 
Haninge branch which had boasted two SD councillors since 
the 1998 election. Among the defectors were key activists 
such as Tomas Johansson, a veteran SD “thinker”, and a 
large portion of the SD’s youth organisation. 

The split was hardly peaceful. One of the Haninge 
seats was held by Johan Rinderheim, a senior party 
ideologist and staunch supporter of the party majority, 
who suddenly found himself in splendid isolation. 
Much of the time between the split and the 2002 
election was spent on mud-slinging and character 
assassination of Rinderheim. By spring 2002, 
Rinderheim had decamped to nearby Nynashamn, where 
he was elected to the council in September 2002. 

The ND’s founding meeting was infiltrated by 
Daniel Poohl, a reporter for the anti-racist Expo 
magazine, who revealed that antisemitic and revisionist 
books were sold at the first gathering of this 
“democratic” party. Poohl later travelled with the party 
on its first major political trip abroad, ending up in the 
company of the National Socialist Bloc in Prague. 

The ND also gained a reputation for itself through a 
propaganda blitz aimed at schools. Its objective was not 
only to spread propaganda, but to confront and 
intimidate teachers and local councillors. 

Although the ND still professes it is not a “nazi 
organisation”, its ranks have filled up with recruits from 
organisations such as the National Socialist Front and, 
above all, from the late William Pierce’s mouthpiece in 
Sweden, National Youth. The strong links between the 
ND and traditional nazi organisations were highlighted in 
the 2002 election campaign when uniformed nazis acted 
as security goons at public meetings and rallies. 

On 7 December 2002 the ND was a key organiser of 
the largest nazi demonstration in Scandinavia for several 
decades, the so-called Salem March, staged to 
commemorate Daniel Wretstrom, a skinhead who was 
brutally beaten to death in 2000 by a mixed Swedish- 
immigrant gang. 

Wretstrom has become a martyr of the Swedish fascist 
movement. The 2002 rally mustered over 1,400 nazis, 
drawn from a multitude of organisations in Sweden and 
abroad. The annual march has already replaced the 
traditional Rudolf Hess rally as the most important date 
in the nazi calendar. 

Although the SD left the ND far behind in the 2002 
election, the conflict between them has become 
increasingly bitter. The ND has invented a convenient 
conspiracy theory to explain why the SD was so much 
more successful in the elections: the SD has sold out to 
liberal society. 

With a rank and file comprised of traditional nazis and 
New Age antisemitic conspiracy theorists, the ND is now 
well on the way to transforming itself into the 
“parliamentary wing” of the Swedish nazi movement. 
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From Esbé for Reflexes in Paris 


Mayor of Orange builds own 
power base 


JACQUES BOMPARD, mayor of the southern French town of 
Orange and a founding member of the fascist Front National 
(FN), has publicly ruffled the feathers of his party leader, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

According to the daily Libération, Bompard has launched 
a new extreme right-wing “club” called, for some strange 
reason, Public Spirit. Its inspiration, observers believe, is 
Le Pen’s late deputy Jean-Pierre Stirbois, who was killed in 
a mysterious car accident in 1988. 

As FN members go, Bompard is no lightweight, having 
devoted his life to the cause of right-wing extremism. Born 
in 1943, Bompard made his political debut in the 1960s 
first with the Fédération des Etudiants Nationalistes, led by 
the veteran fascist Pierre Sidos, and then in the fascist 
student heavy mob, Occident. 

When the FN was established in 1972, Bompard was at 
the front of the queue to enlist and very soon became a 
member of the party’s National Bureau. Always in the 
background, he was close to Le Pen and to the FN’s 
Catholic fundamentalist wing, counting Bernard Antony, the 
boss of Chrétienté Solidarité (Christian Solidarity), and 
Bruno Gollnisch, the party’s current number two, among his 
personal friends. 

A dental surgeon by profession, Bompard experienced 
electoral combat for the first time in the 1970s and made 
a name for himself locally building the FN in the Vaucluse 
area. He was elected as a regional councillor in the 
important Provence-Alpes—Cotes d’Azur region (PACA) in 
1986 but only shot to national prominence nine years later, 
when he became mayor of Orange with a second round vote 
of just under 36%. 

Since then he has tightened his grip in Orange, getting 
reelected in 2001 with a 60% first round vote. This he 
achieved by setting aside the FN ticket and running an 
“apolitical” campaign. 

Carrying out his municipal duties with a brutality that 
caused even some members of his own team to quit, 
Bompard has managed Orange by concentrating his efforts 
on an expensive restoration of the city centre, leaving to 
central government the task of looking after the city’s less 
privileged districts. 

Bompard was also elected as an MP in 1986, when the 
FN briefly held 35 seats in the National Assembly, and was 
the only FN candidate who looked like being elected in last 
year’s parliamentary elections. In the event, he failed 
because the right mobilised its energies behind his 
conservative UMP rival Thierry Mariani, who narrowly beat 
him in the second round with 35.23% of the vote against 
34.06% for Bompard. 

However, on 24 November, Bompard got himself elected 
in the canton of Orange West with 54.36% of the vote, 
again after abandoning the FN label. He now appears 
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unwilling to settle for the easy, quiet, provincial life and is 
setting his ambitions higher as revealed by the launch of 
Public Spirit. 

Further evidence of this can be found in a letter he has 
sent to FN local and regional councillors stating: “We are 
still a long way from power and this is a result of a number 
of mistakes in our methods and strategy as well as of our 
incapacity to analyse our setbacks”. 

Le Pen, ever alert for rumblings of opposition and 
discontent, has heard this before ... from the man who was 
once his deputy and is now his nemesis, Bruno Mégret. 
Bompard’s situation, however, is quite different from 
Mégret’s. Bompard, a “historic” figure in the FN and with a 
past anchored in the extreme right, can hardly be 
suspected of wanting to launch a Mégret-style putsch but is 
simply trying to win the recognition he thinks he deserves. 

Le Pen, however, is still not happy. After fulminating 
against the creation of Public Spirit by snarling, in the 
newspaper La Provence, that Bompard had as much chance 
“of becoming president of the FN as he has of becoming an 
archbishop”, the FN’s rumbustious ftihrer called a meeting 
of his executive committee to deal with Bompard. 

This was because Bompard had dared to retort that Le 
Pen had even less chance of becoming an archbishop than 
being elected with a majority vote in a two-round election, 
an obviously insulting reference to Le Pen’s disastrous 
personal electoral record. As expected, it was left to the 
FN’s unctuous general secretary, Carl Lang, to smooth 
things over and play down the incident, which was then duly 
described as a “misunderstanding”. 

The absence of further reaction from Le Pen to this kind of 
lese-majesty — which he usually does not tolerate — should 
not be taken as a weakening of his legendary pugnacity but 
rather as a grudging acceptance that Bompard is still an 
asset who’ might assist his own ambitions. 
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19-year-old David 
McShane was jailed for 
life for the murder of Asif 
Shamsuddin in the King’s 
Cross area of London last 
summer. Shamsuddin and 
a friend had gone to the 


eet area to visit a woman. 
"TERROR CELL SURFACES _ Being unsure of the flat 


IN LONDON she occupied they 
Inside: sounded the horn of 
— The neo-nazi international Shamsuddin’s car several 
— The end of Barbie’s bloody road times to attract attention Red; white 
— Austria remembers 1933 4 & blue flop 
— Interview with Simon Wiesenthal and threw stones up at the j for the BNP 


— The death of Colin Roach flat windows. McShane’s 
brother exchanged verbal 
abuse with the two men and pointed an air rifle at them to frighten 
them away, but that only inflamed the situation. David McShane 
then took two knives from the kitchen and chased the two men as 
they ran for their car. As Shamsuddin tried to drive away he was 
stabbed repeatedly — one went through his neck and severed his 
jugular vein, killing him in seconds. Later that day both brothers 
gave themselves up to the police. David McShane claimed that the 
two men had tried to break into his flat and one of them had : J “a . 
stabbed him in the arm before he went after them. TEs i ‘Bn 2 NF youth 





organiser 
£ jailed 





10 years ago 
March 1993 


Jorg Haider's Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO) has 
suffered a major split 
after its “Austria First” 
petition failed to reach its 
much-publicised target of 
780,000 signatures. 

Ee” e fe This figure is the number 
" Me i \ of votes the FPO received 

in the general election 

THE THOUGHTS OF | oF3200. 

= The petition, a 12-point 
FUHRER TYN DALL plan aimed at halting all 
immigration to Austria and 
preventing refugees from 
entering the country, was signed by 417,000 people, 7.37% of the 
electorate, still enough to force a debate on the issue in the 
Austrian parliament. 

Despite being described by a disappointed Haider as a defeat, 
the willingness of so many people to sign such a petition indicates 
that perhaps twice as many might vote for it in the secrecy of a 
polling booth. 

However the setback has for the moment caused Haider a few 
problems. Five of the leaders of the so-called “liberal” camp in the 
FPO have resigned from the party, viewing this as a convenient : : : 
moment to strike a blow against Haider. yme early issues are no longer available.) 
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he Terrorist Next Door 


By Daniel Levitas 


reveals the n men Genin error aoune like the Posse 
Comitatus and the ideas that inspired their attempts to 
bring about a racist revolution in the United States. 


Timothy McVeigh was executed for killing 168 people 
when he bombed the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building 
in 1995, but The Terrorist Next Door goes well beyond 
the destruction in Oklahoma City and takes readers 
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ial sources never before disclosed. 


also arguing that the danger posed by the radical right 
as a social movement goes far beyond the criminality 
and violence common among its organisers and 
adherents. The greatest challenge, he points out, 
stems from the success that groups like the Posse 
have had in spreading their ideas from the margins into 
the political mainstream. 





Levitas provides a compelling factual narrative while. 
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é¢September 11th 2001 has heightened awareness of the threat 

_ posed by violent, anti-American groups in other nations. 

Lest we forget, the terrorist infrastructure that contributed to 

the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995 is still a force in our society. 
Daniel Levitas has written a timely and compelling book that 
reveals the origins and poisonous ideology of radical right 

_ organizations and their leaders at work in America. The Terrorist 

' Next Door is an invaluable contribution to our understanding of 

_ hate groups, and it should be required reading for everyone who is 
_ concerned about this serious threat to our security and our 

_ democracy. — Coretta Scott King 

| Despite Oklahoma City, few Americans have any real idea of the 
_ hate-filled minds in our country: anti-Semites and racists, people 

_ gripped by the belief that a Communist conspiracy has taken over 
_ the Government. In The Terrorist Next Door, Daniel Levitas has 

_ written a detailed and gripping picture of these frightening groups. 
| They are dangerous, and they have not 

| gone away since September 11, 2001.99 
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.- Anthony Lewis, two-time Pulitzer Prize (9) ene er Sar 
_ winner and former New York Times columnist. SS 
_ 66The Terrorist Next Door offers both Sag 
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